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T0 THE PUBLIC.

THE author’s age and incapacity of ufing the pen, and
his difhculty of obtaining a regular Amanuenfts, muft apc-
Jogize for any inaccuracies which may be noticed in thele
letters.

He alfo takes notize -hat 1t is ¢ificelt to trace N .. Ifafon
through his flowery defcants of flowing eloquence, inflead of
argume'ut Ot this the author has given fome fpecimens or
extralts, and might have glven many more ; but th:-{e may
faffice to fhew the general tiain of Mr. Mafon’s reafoning.
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REVEREND SIR,

HAVE perafed your Letters, and think, indeed, they

claim my notice. This, Sir, is an age oi novdty We
have novations in politics avd povations in relxgxon and
none more {iriking than thefe which take place 1n the Se-
cefion. I fuppole, Sir, that your reverend and worthy fa-
ther was once connetted with that {oci~ty ; whether vou are
fo or not, I do net know. As I am :uformed you had your
education in Scotiand, and probably {ome of your relations
connefted with that bod), 1 cannot fuppole that vou are ig-
norant of the Qxange things which Lave taken place 1a the
Seceflion, in hoth its branches.

Thofe principies which conflituted its (hﬁmgmﬂwd cha-
ratter, are deferted ond oppf)led As you icem to be ani-
mated witir a very fervent zeal for the revival of reljgion, 1
would have ju. lgcd it a {ubje&t worthy of your flowing elo-
quence, ot wlnch it 1 had the fame capaciiy, 1 would dif-
piay the evils of a deceitiul apoftacy ; of vnohnngthe mo ft
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folemn engagements; of impeaching our renowned ancef-
tors, our valuable Confeflion of Faith, and our National Co-
venants, by the moft iiliberal and ungratefu. a.gerﬁons But,
Sir, while You pals by ail thefe, you take notice of fome
rmmﬁers of that hody, who have begun a reformation ref-
pefting the Lord’s fupper, agreeablé to your {entiments.

It happens indeed fomewhat unfortunately, that thefe
minifters are ringleaders in the apoftacy from our priaciples
and their cwn ordination vows ; which, | fuppofe, will
not recommend their reform, 1n difpenfing the Lord’s {up-
per, with a great many, efoecially the people of God in the
Seceflion ; and fuch as I know, 1n the Seceffion, who have
begun that reform, have carried it on in a very unbecoming
and defpotic manner, 1n oppofition to a confiderable num-
ber, both of their e!derlhxp and people. 1 think, Sir, that
when fuch a change is to be introduced, it claims a high de-
gree of prudence, and ought to be fanttioned by the autho-
rity and wifdom of the courts of Carift’s houfe, that there
mighi be uniformity among minifters and Chriftiarn congre-
gations. The negle& of this, Sir, has produced confidera-
ble confufion in the Seceffion, and efpecially in thele re-
forming conoregauons

You likewile mention, that fome minifters, connefted
‘with the eftablithment, have begun this reform. I fuppofe,
Sir, that this takes place prmupally, it not cnly, in chapels
of eale, and that in populous cities. Thefe minifters have
not any feitled covlgregatzons and move 1a an inferior {phere,
having no flanding in the feat of judgment, the courts of the
chur\,h of Chrift; fo that it 1s nothing ﬁmroe that ¢ the
¢ legs of the iame are not equal ;" however Sir, thefe
t‘n')gs which have been noticed, do not touch the merits of
the canfe which you fupport. Thefe fhall not be negleéted
ia the courfz of our corre{lpondence. I think, Sir, that God
has given you talents, which, if fuitably exercifed, might be
a2 blefling to the, church. Whether or not vour Letters to
the- pubhc are fuch is problematical : Your ’mguage 1S COr-
1€t and elegant, 1 would add nerv ous, did 1 not think that
it ig affcfied with fpalms, If you were not well known,
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Sir, fome might be tempted to think you had borrowed the
expreﬂions of fome popifh devotee in an enthufiaitic rapture,
Page 25. ** While the blood of expiation flows, and fire
‘ fmm abeve confumes the facrifice, a cloud of incenfe, a-
“ rifing up from the altar, announces, at the throne of God,
“ an offering of a fweet-fmelling favoui.”” Are thefe the
words of truti and {obernefs, Sir? 1Is the New Teftament
facrament of the Lord’s fupper become a real {acrifice? This
approaches the Romifh mafs, and you and thev agree in 1ts
irequency, not only daily, but many times 1n aday. You
fay that our Lord’s fapper cannot be too often commemora-
ted, and they 3 sgree with you that this {acrifice cannot be too
often repeated.

Page 65, your nerves feem to experience another {pafin.
“ It 1s vain to contend with nrejudices impenetrable to eve.
‘“ ry thing but Omnipotence.” Your arrogance, Sir, breaks
through all bourds. You firft take it tor granted, that
thofe upon whom you would impoie your fentiments, ave
under the 1nfluence of moft rooted prejudice; and, in the
next place, that your reprefentations and arguments are fo
powerful, as to approach the very verge of Omnipotence.
Da fuch expreflions become anv man? Do they not much
Jeis become a youth, elpecmlly when apphed to minifters and
Chriftians, at whofe feet it would not be a fhame for you,
Sir, to fit ‘and learn ? Thefe, Sir, are only a fpecimen of
your nervous diforder, and of that vanity which {welis your
vouthful mind, aad dxfgraces your elegant language and
ﬂowmg ftile. I cannot, mdeed, refift a iufpxcxon that you
are only a tool, ufed by thofc in this country who have not
the courage to publlfh fuch things, or to ufe fuch language
2s you have done.

By your addrefs in the front of your Letters, you are de.
figned *¢ Paftor of the Scots Preibyterian Church in the.
o city of New-York.” I fuppofe, Sir, it was thought you
were not liable to feel ine effefts of any offence which your
pub!uat'on might give to the people of God in this country,
And it this was the cafe, it was criminal weakoels and pre-
{umptuous \amtv in ynu, to be caught by fuch a bait; but
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1til] more eriminal and mean in thofe cowards who impofed
upon vour vouthful weaknefls. 1 am not well acquainted
with the fate of religion at New-York ; but I apprehend
tiiat, even there, fome {erious people may be oifended, juftly
oftended, at leaft at your arrogant and unbecoming manner,
I know, mdeed that our novelifts in this country claim unli.
mited forbcaran(e while they are altogether unwilling to
grant the {mallelt degree of mutual forbearance to thofe
who differ from them, in {zntiment or conduft. Whether
or not vou ftand in need of, or claimed any torbearance, in
your manner of difpenficg the Lord's {upper, I do neot
know; but you manifeft a very unmannerly, yea unchr:
tian opoohnon to thel> who differ from you. You rank
them with 1dolatrous Papifls, and 1'npeach them with the
moft ffubborn prejudice ; you wouid certainly caft them out
of vour Scots Prefbyteriaa church at New-York. You muft
certatnly allow, Sir, that thoufands, yea ten *houfands,
whom you reprobate in the moft unbecoming manner, are
now at the communion table above, while vou are paﬂ"mg
the moft cruel {entence againit them upon earth. Perhzps,
Sir, their ignorance of thefe matters was invinciblz, and o
far excuflable.

It wes, therefore, a great pity that vou, Sir, were {c lcng
1n coming into the world, and 1nto the chu“b to d:fplay
your tzlents in fuch a marner as might have en}igfﬁtenec{
their minds, eradicated their prejudice, and relormed their
praltice. Surely, Sir, your towering zeal and Chnilian
feelings raull fill you with grief on this account.

In the former part of youi introduftory letter, you very
elegantly, and with great pmpnetv al plav tr‘ x'npcrtant
duty of fearchxvg the facred writings, and ot ci eav:ng {ted-
faftly t them, in principle and practice, and cf reforming
every duxatmn from them,

Now, Sir, could you find no other oljeft for your reform.
ing zeal, but the impious {uperitition of davs of congrega-
tional humiliation and thank{giving, or fome extra-ordinary
fcrmons 7

I have already mentiomed fome things which, in my opi-
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hion, claimed the exercife of your zeal, Do I need to in-
form you, Sir, that Arminian, Socinian, and cven Deiftical
fentiments abound in this country ; and that, even among
Seceders, not only lukewarmnels and indifferencc about
thofe principles which diftinguifhed the fecefhon, but even
Sceptici{m, and the decay of all fettled principle, feems to
prevail : and every diftinftion refpc&ing church commu.
nion is buried or {wallowed up 1n the indifcriminate princi-

ple of a catholic communion 1n the church; fo that, provi-
ded we can fecure our own falvation, we are under no obli-
gation to maintain the henour of a redeeming God, by cleav.
ing to, and defending the precious yuths, gracioufly reveal-
ed in the divine oracles; or to teft:ify againft thofe who con-
temn and defpife them, becaufe they do not reckon them
eflentially neceffary to {alvation. Sarely, Sir, you cannot
be fuch a ftranger in our lfrael, our country, as to be ig-
norant of thefe abounding evils. Thefe, Sir, may well be
cailed the weightier matters of the law, which you have
negle@ed and paffed by, while you have exerted all the
powers of eloquence in declaiming againft facramental fafts
an'l thank{givings, and extra-ordinary preaching of the gof-
pel, as corruptions and perverfions of the divine ordinance
a¥ inftitution ef the Lord’s fupper.  Look at thefe things,
I pray vou, Sir, and fee if, upon ferious refleftion, you can
be fatisfied with your own condu€t. You and fome others,
Sir, juftly expefe the evil and danger of refting our faith
and praftice upen the example of our anceflors: But | am
of opinion that at prefent we are 1n as much danger of ex-
ploding the principles and praftice of our anceftors; becaufe
they are old-fafhiored, we would fuperfede them as obio-
lete. You, indeed, Sir, give well merited pratfe to our re-
forming, worthy anceftors ; but I think you retraé your
juft encomiums, while ycu reprefent them as ignorant, or
wanting capacity to know, what appears to you {o eafily de-
monftrable, by the dying command of our blefied Lord; or
{o indifferent about commemorating his all-important death,
»nd exerting the molt powertal efforts in exciung their peo-



[ 8

ple to the moft diligent and intenfe preparation for this fo.
lemn ordinance.

I cannot avoid giving a thort fpecimen of your fophiftica!
eloquence upon this matter, Page 50 and 5¢. ** It cannot
“ but be a favourite with thole who, iuuz'ng the form of God-
“ hnefs without the por :r, find it ufeful w0 palliating their
““ inattention to a duty which they fecretly hate, and from
‘“ which they would gladly be exempted. Miferable men!
‘“ they need preparation indeed; but fuch as they will never
‘“ acquire by the farce of hanging down their heads hide a bull.
‘“ rufk, and alfuming once in fix montbs, or once in twelve,
‘“ the auftenity of a monk, and the precifion of a Pharifze ;
‘“ while, during the relt ot the year, they facnifice at the thrine
‘“ of mammon or of Iuft.” Is this reafoning, Sir, or do
you intend to burlelque reafon? I fhall fimply attempt to
turn your own cannon upon you, or to give you a fpecimen
of your own reafoning.

Miferable men! do they imagine that by communicating
once a week, or perhaps once a day, that they atone for in:
tervals of diilipation and gratification of the lufts of the flefh ?
Do they 1magine that this frequency, will conpenfate the
negle&t of every other duty of Chriftiamty ¥ Do they thus
.proftitute that invaluable and delightful divine ordinance,
and ufe it as the Ifraelites anciently ufed the brazen ferpent,
by turning 1t into an idol ? This, Sir, is to burlefque reafon.
Such reafoning, whether by you or myfelf, I think to be
thameful. Thus, you take it for granted, Sir, that all pre-
paration for the Lord’s fupper reflults trom ignorance or fu-
perftition; a {entiment which our renowned ancefters repro-
bated, both in preaching and prattice ; a fentiment which
the experience cf many living faints will view with indigna-
tion. -l indced think, Sir, that the trequency of communi-
cating feems to {waliow up or fuperfede all other excellencies
in this divine ordirance. You fee no reafon for {folemn pre-
paration for it, more than for any other duty; you even jeer
at the idca ol any fuperior degree ot fauthity cr {folemnity be.
ing connefted with, or reqmfite to 15 nght performance.

Pages 51 and 59, It s fuid that ** we therein make a
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nearer approach ty God than in other dutics, and there-
fore need more cautious and thorough preparation.”

““ This mode of realoning is ccmmon: but s 1t juft ? Is
it feriptural ? Letus examine it.  Briefly, it amounts to
this, that the Lord requires more holineis from us in fa. -
cramental than in otlier {ervices ; 1. e. aliows us to be lefs
holy in the latter than in the former. I might excule
myfelf from {aying another word aboutit; a fimple ftate-
ment is a refutation. But to fift it a lile move—Is Ged
more holy on {acramenial than on other occafions ?  Is
an irrevevent miod, or a poliuted heart, lefs offenfive to

. him ca thele, than on thofe ¢ Does cominunicating pof-

{e{s either more inherent or more accidental fanélity, than
any other aét of fpiritaal worfhip 7 Let the living God
plead his own caufe. He hath {aid, [ will be for&ified 1r
them that COME N1GH me. Again; Having boldnc/s, faith
his apofile, to enter into the holiefl by the blocd of Fefus—
let us DRAW N1GH. It will not be difputed that thefe

 embrace every aft of worlhip. God bas, therefore, im-

printed the fame charafler upon them all; and as Ae has
not di{crimmated between them, on ascount of their great.
er o1 lefs degree of facredneis, let us beware how =« da it,

‘He is as jealous of his honourin prayer, in praife, &c. as

in communicating. Were we rightly affe€ted, as deep
folemnity would reft on our {pirits, in afking a blefiing a
our meals, as in breaking the facrament bread. And it
betrays either ignorapce, or much carnality, if a commu-
nion f{eafon fills us with awe, while the other offices o4
piety find us and Jeave us cold or unconcerned,” &c.

P. 54. “ The laft two objeélions lead te conlequences as
forbidding as they are natural. If frequency of commu-
nion breeds irreverence, then reverence is befriended
by untrequent communion. It the former deprives us
of leifure for preparaticn, then thelatter mudt be highly
favourable to 1t. The conclufion on the whole is, the fel-.
domer we communicate, the better ; and we waquld be fag

more reverentially imprefled, and might beff,a.it‘héttqié;;

prepared, if, inflead of twice in one year, the L‘o’rd’ﬁ.

a cath were celebrated only once in two years, or once in "
R ,



3 10 |
i, We ihould then have abundance of time for every
pre-requifite. We might have teifold the prefent em-
plovment, and tentold the pomp : If a week were too
ittle, we could afford a month ; and the Lord’s fupper
would be tumenlely honoured. Hither the plea which I
have been confidering condufte us at falt.  Buat, O thou
that lovell a crucified Savicur, avoid its {nare. This
(miling vizard conceals a fiend. Beneath this garb ol
picty wurks a dagger for thy life; and, ere thou art a-
ware, it will ftab thee to the heart, and put thy Releem-
cr to an open thame.” »
The world muft judge, Sir, of your manner of reafoning
in this long extraél, whichis defigned as a fpecimen of )oJr
manner of writing, I would afk you, Sir, whether God re
quxres us to oblerve the Sabbath in a more holy manner
than the {ix days ot the wegek ; and if {o, whether 11 1. a3 na-
uive conlequeance, that he “ allows us to be lefs hoiv in thele
* than in thofe.”—But to fifi ita littie more—is God more
holv on the Sabbath than on other davs? Is an 1rreverent
1nind or a polluted heart leis offenfive to him cn thefe than
on this > You introiuce Lev, x. 9. I wiil be fan&ified in
‘“ them that come nigh me.”” 1 {uppale, Sir, thisis taid in
aliufion to Nadab and Abthu, who offercd iftrange fire,
whea emplovea in a mﬁingail’ncd att of divine wor: .p
And I think, Str, that this divine declaration would bemuch
nener appned as an awfu! warning 0 comwunicants to
suard them egainft rath approaches to God ia that folemn
ordinance.  Yor, 1 indeed thiak, Sir, that your {elf-devifed
nian of FREQUENCY, hag a2 nativetsendency to weaken and
evel v oblnerate that exalted reverence, which bcco mes
comnmu numts when they DRAW N1GiH to God, 1n this fo-
lemn ordin.nve. I mightalk you, Sir, if the annual com-
snemoration 1 the wa%x er, was infutficient to Leep up the
remembrance ')‘ ti oo L.el'verance from worie than Kgvptan
bond%t , Ly the iature death of that Saviour, whofe attual
death we commemorate in the Lord’s fupper. Then, cer-
iy, veu pnpeach the divine nititetor ef that ordinance,
Lo :ifw.;;"c mvert yoar atienon, asd fav, Were we

' ) : ) Y ‘._
s-mni aitccied, o liwde foicranay would e on our {pins:

(X}
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v vreakare 7 of the icramental bread as 1o afking a bicfling
at our commog meals,
1 mig'zn ' with vou, Sir, ** excule mylelt from faving
another word about it; a firaple ftatement 1s a retutau-
“ on.” it {eems, Sir, as if you defligned, by flathes ot ex-
travagant t‘lnquvncc and {ophiftical reprefentations, to bhind
our wntelleét, that vou mlgh‘ pervert our judgment : Aud 1t
this will nat do, you give us up to bmmpotencc for convic.
tion. QOne rcmarl\ablc thing, Str, you{eem to take no no-
tice of, viz. the divine denunciation, doubled and appended
to tiis fac-ed infhitution, 1 Cor. x1. 2. ** Whereiore, who-
‘““ {oever fhall eat this bread and drink this cup ot tihe Lord
* unworthily, thail be guiity of the bodv and blood of the
Lord.”” Ver, 29. ** For he that eateth and dninketh un-
wortiinly, eateth and drinketh denination to himicis, not
difcerning the Lord’s body.” Do you really tth Sir,
that thefz awtlul denunciations do not conftitute any d |ﬁ'er-
cnce between this and cther divine ordinances ? Do you
think, Sir, that a Chrnifiian can face thefe awtul denuncia-
‘tions with no moie concern, with no mere fear, with no
more preparation, than when he craves a blefiingz toa com-
mon meal 2 When the [{rzelites, at mount Sinai, heard the
thunders, &c. did they not fear and trembie ? And fhalithe
Chriltian outface thele dreadful thunders, without tremb-
ing ? \We are called upen to piepare io meet our Ged ;
Amwos tv. 12, and {kall our preparation for thjs dxﬁmgmm-

d ordinar ce be charged with fuperftition and wul-worﬂnp P
\c,u indeed, Sir, ule this precious ordinance as you do our
rciormmg anceﬂcrs, I mean, you exalt or degrade 1t at
vour pleafure. Yoa fometimes concentra.e the whole of
religion 1n it, atother tunes you reduce 1t 1w the level of a
common or dailv mea’,

Your Letters, Sir, are a mafs of inconﬁﬁcncies, a fountain
whizh fends forth fwee: water and bitter ; ; many parts of
them, 1f cetached from vour defign, claim appiobation of
the matter and admiration of the manner : Bat, alas ! Sir,
thefe are enly introdubtoiv of a mad defign; I mav fay,
they are p'oﬂitu ed 1o the usfamation of conuxcgauoua: hJ-
m:iliation ¢nd thankfgiving, and preaching the gefpel, when

de

€
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vau tnak ontof {eafon; not Like the apoftls, 2 Tim. 1v. a.
“Preach the word : be mﬂ*m in feafon an! vat of fealon.’
Tuz approved parts of your letters, are like the gilding of
e noxtous pitl. Thus the arch coemy of God and man,
wrappad up s tempation, in o4 of the moft rirlig‘nful
cxpreflions ot revealed grace, ** Ile fhall give his anpels
** charge concerning thee, an? 1n therr hanlde thev ﬁm!l
 bear thee up, ledl at any time thou dafh thiv foot aganit
*“ a ftone.” Muacoav. 6. And thas Satan il transtorms
hunle:d 3nto an anzrel ot hight; and tie arrow delignad 1o
wound re .g o, muil be Aed q*i with a feather from its own
winry, [ Know, ndeed, Sir, that theie ordinances which
voua reprobate, and which have beea manv umes delirieful
. xlu Lad's neopie, have a‘wa"s hi! minv eaeiney, to
aom ot was a wearinefs to ferva toe Lord, and who fyud-d
at tham @ bat never did anv that I khow of attack them, 1n
the {ame dariag manuner that vou have done : or eader the
malk of fuch flaming zeal for the interefts of religion. Yo
even have the etfrontery to attnibute tie withdrawment of
the divine prefence, from the ordinances of Curift, and the
propie ot God, to their obfervation ci davs of namination,
prev)ard:i(m and i..mkianmw; becaule thefe ftand in the
way ol vouar tavourite topie. Refizel unon thele things,
Sir, and take ihime to vourfelt,  Let novvour voutistul va.
nity harden vour haart agawd conv:c";on‘ [ do indeed,
Sir, pity your \nam, and mv det: 150 in th.s feventy 1s notto
Wijute your peuon or charadier ; . firit, to reclaim VOou
from the error of vour way : and I D'av the apofile’s exprcx.
fions mav be realized in you ; *° \a c‘mf‘tnn‘l.g tor the pre-
¢ fent feemeth *0 be jovous, bat grievous; neverthelefs, at.
“ terward 1t vicldetn “the pp.neabie fruit of 1 gmeou!ncfs
Heb. xii. r1. Secondly. Siv defign is 1o expole thoie who
have excited vou to this \0.1\“13, that he» might theiter
their own cowardly partons, and promote their own n deligns:
and, Thurdiy, T hat 1 mght open the eves ui iome who may
be 1n danger of being dClUd\d by vour {pecious cloquence.
I could aot hup bcmg aﬂon'l‘led S. Cowhen 1 wasn.
formed that one of our mintftess, 10 thes phice, wtroduced
yow Letters, lorfale, atamecung of tus icthon [ and warm.
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Iy recommended them. O Seceders! how are you fallen !
For fhame ! throw off the mafk ; difclaim the name which
prcc=axms vou, treachersus deal rs.

Your Pablication, Sir, is a courfe of deceitand fophiftry.
You milrepicient your fuppofed adverfaries, and impofe
apon them what they neither mean or ever faid. You al-
{ume point: as granted or proven, without either a fhadow
ot arguiment or ‘real proof. You draw corciufions from
premuies which exiftc only in your own ideas ; and from them
vou deduce confequences fuitable to vaur own defign ; and
then, Sir, you triumph in your imagined viory, and di (p!ay
your want of Chriftian temper, meeknefs, candour, and even
the celebrated grace of forbearance. You havé fhot be-

‘ond your mark, Sir; you haveoverdone your {ubjeét. It
1s an eftablithed maxim, * He that proves too much, does
‘“ not pro.e any thing.”” You have attempted to prove
what wili difgoft many, even of thofe who were fomewhat
ticftured with your own {entiments ; and have thereby 1n-
jured the caufe which vou intended to promote. Ihave, i
hope, as exalted thoughts ot the delightful ordinance of the
Lord’s {upper, as you have, and I meuil énter a caveat ; that
none are to entertain any apprehenfion, that what I write ia
oppofition to your Letters or fentiments, is in the leaft to de-

rade or leflen the efteem of that de!zghtful ordirance. You
éave Sir, a moft animated defcant upon its excellency, in
pages 18 to 41, if you did not, as I fhall afterwards thew,
apply them ail to your favourite point. And had you, Slr,
even in this, wrote with any tolerable degree of humble
modefly, you might have evited my ftriftures. But, in-
deed, er you rather diftate than rqafon You wriie with
an arrogance which is infupportasic ; as if your opponents
were deftitute of common {enfe, and wete fixed under fuch
ronied prejadices, as even rchgxon accompamed with con-
vittion, could not overcome.

I have only hitherte made {ome flight attacks upon your
out-works ; but I fhall, in my next, aflault the body of the
place, your (main fortrefs. I am irdeed, Sir, an old man,
vi:0 has been trained up in the military art: my motto was,

C
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“ 1 am [et for the defence of thr gofrel ;"' Yet 1 have, even
aiter 1 thought I had got a gu-etus, and been entitled to the
charaéter er'er'lus. been, 1n the cifpeniations of an hely and
wife Prov menc;, for a courfe oi years, calisd outto the field
ot battle, in defence of thofe pnrcxples which I aiways ef-
poufed ; not becaufe I was brought up and educated in
thcm but becau! ‘e, upon mature deliberation, I found them
to be fanftioned by divine authonty, in the facred fcrip-
tures of the Old and New Tellaments, and therefore bave
{fuch rooted prejudice in their favour as are psoot againft
vour clegant languasge, your flrong affertions, and empty
fhew of reafoning. I onle in this take further notice, that
as I never did affect a iplendid eloquence. you are not 5 ex-
pet a2 compeution with you in this refpeét being not on-
ly incapable of fpcakmg, bat alfo ot writing, and obliged t0
depend upon the accidental, veluntary afliftance of a bor.
rowed pen. I fhall now proceed, Si1, to my promifed tafk,
and conclude this mtrodu&ory lcuer withing yon all grace.
I am, Reverend Sir,
The Charcd’s Servant in the Lotd, C
Jorn THOMSON. -

[

LETTER IL

REVEREND Sxk

OU fup crfcribe vour fecond Letter, ** Frequent Com.

“ mumon an mdx!pbnfable duty.” In this, Str, 1 hear.

tily concur; yet it will appesr that vour ideas of thls fre-

quency very much differ from mine, and, I believe, {ron

thofe of many others who have a juft claim 1o the charaéier

of friends to the Lord jefus, and to this diftingaithed ana
delightful ordinance,

I think, Sir, your 1dsa of ihc word frequemt extremely
vague; and likewife, that you play upen the word hike a
child. Yo ridicule, Sir, the application of frequency to
communicatii:g once or twice a year.  Though 1 would by



-l

[ 5 ]

no means approve of the Chriftian’s condu&t, who, without
a folid reafon, fthould reit fatished with fuch a pcrfor'nancc
of the duty, or enjoyment of the happiaeis ol ihis delighi!ul
ordinance : Yet, Sir, it is applied 1n cafes much more dif-
ant.  If one fhouid fav that * ca.thquakes or hurricanes
 are frequent in the Weft Indies,” would you,- Sir, hold

him up to ridicule, becaufz there is often an interval of fe-

veral vears hetween thefle dreadiul phenomcna ? Or, if one
fhouxd {av that *‘ the ancient Jewith nation were frequent-
* ly fubje@ed to bondage by their enemies,” would it ve
ndxculous becaule there was .requem’v intervals of liberty
tor a great namber of vears 7 Now, Sir, upon this ambngu-
My a great part ot your realoning, and of your whole fabric
depends ; while, at the fame time, you create an adverfary
which vou denominate ** once or fwice 8 year.”” 1have been
more than {ixty years well acquainted with the praftice of
Chnittians in Scotlind; and never heard any one fay, that
they thought ** once or twice a year {ufhcient, either to fa-
tisty their confcience or defires, in their participation of
that folemna ordinance.” Thofe who have indeed a juft {enfe
ot its .mportance, have an opportunity of approaching the
Lord’s :ble many umes, I may fay eight, ten, or twelve
times i a y=ar, without any cxcefs ot toil or trouble. Yea,
Sir, I Luve in mv ycunger years accompanied Chri} ns in
their tiuvels on foot, to enjoy that folerun oidinanc  more
than itorty miles diftince. By this it appears, that thofe, at
leaft nany of them, whom, upon the tuoting of your vague
fre. :ency, you treat fo injurionfly, ' ve a 1t claum upon
you to revife and retra& your unjuit, cendemuatory expref.
uuus.  nowever, Sir, we fhall proczol o :f iat, and en-
gage caminus, hand to hand; and vi;ih vou, try the
matter by tue balances ot God’s [anluary, the true ftand.-
ard of evargelical a"tiquizy !
You, with great propriety, proest us with the divine 16-
fitution of this ordinance by ouar Lotd and Mafter, as
handed down to us for our warsiint asd example. You juftiy
oblerve, * that, being drawz v wi {owe latitude, it does
** not afcertain precifely paw uico tie Lord™s fuppet s to be
N
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" celebrated, and that fomcthmg 18, no doubt, committed to
“ Chinifhan prudence.” Atthe {amc time you throw in a ca-
veat which I highly approve : that ** it would be a flrange
iference from the words of the apoftle, and a profligate
abulc ot goipel liberty, to conciude, that as the Lord hath
vreflerihed no flated times of communicating, we may inno-
ceatly abftain as long and as often as we pleafe. You add,
“ fome, indced, appear to afl upon this notion The
“ real dilciple who loves his Maiter will not permit himfelf
** to thuffle; he will candidly confefs, that the very phrafe.
** ology ot the text implies frequency. The words, as often,
"' occurning twice in two lines, can fignify nothg lefs, if
““ it fignity any thing at all.” Then Sir, you give us a con.
clefion: ** Whence 1t fa:.ows that frequent communicating
‘* s.pofitively enjoined; and, confcqucnt!v, that unfrequent
‘“ communicat.ngisa violation of the commandment which
“ thie 33viour delivered with his departing breath.”  Here,
“r, you have {zid a great deal to little purpofe. - Your pre-
w...1t's are unmeaning, and your conclufions perfeétly agree-

% Jbiz: wtkgm. - We are'left toqudge,zfrom wit-talows af-

crwards, the extent of that frequency which-you afiect to
be pufitively enjoined in- thé divive inflitution of this ordi-
nance. Is this reafoning, Sir ? Is itlike a {cholar, or 3 mi.
viiler~or z2n honefl wai ? Did you reaily imagiue, Sir, that
Pou were wrx*mg for fosis? However, 1 fhall afk you one
gueflion : 1s there no medium between that cnmmal negle&t
which you ;vﬂlv condemn, and that extravagance which
you wouid puim uponus? Will yon nct zliew with the po-
ef. ““ Efl modus in rebus, junt certi demque fines, quos uitra,
citraque neqiit confiflere rettum.”  That is, Is there no gol-
den mean between thefe extremes ? The divise inflitutor
of this ordinance (as you juftly ackmwl&dgc} did not deter-
mine this fiequency : Yet you, Sir, arrogantly determine
it to a moll extravagant extent, not only to fifty.two times
2 year ; Lut even, in an mﬁnuatmg maaner, to three hun-
dred and fixty. five times a year, or perhaps oltener. And
h/ the fame illogical reafoning, you palm your {entiments

ssa apoflolic authority and example.  Of this atierward.
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You (as, Sir, that * It cannot be difputed that the very
“ words of inftitation require trcquent communion @ Yet
“ their emphafis is mollly overlooked.” ~An emphalis they
ce;tamly have, Sir, and frequeucv they do demand ; but
that frequency which you would palm upon them, exifts
only in yvour own imagination. After apoﬂrc»phxzmg at
fome length, you meafure the believer’s love folely by the
frequency ut thefe commemorations; and feem to reftnét
the evidences and efedls of love to the Saviout only to this
frequency. Your letierz, 8Sir, are indeed a differtation upon
Jfrequen.y.  You neglett entirely thofe graces and exercifes
which appear more clearly to be neceflary {or the divine ac-
ceptance ‘of this work. ‘As you fupercede and defpife all
pr?paration for 1t, {o you bury 1n oblivion thofe d‘fpoﬁtion
and exerciies of mui wiich have always juitiv been deamed
the very efience ot communicating. We have indeed the
word Jove repeated again and agais ; but this fove 1s wholly
{wallowed up in the freguency of the aét of communicating.
You i:luftrate, er, and pretend to prove your view
of thie-Bedernitd’s precepsfreliiy delineatiop of the prin: -
cipal features of the Sup er. Thefe, Sir, you delineate in
- a beautiful defcant, which I 1ndeed adm\re ; the colours are
glowing, and the painting, tor the moft part, very juft:
but to what end, Sir? merely to gild the pill of your ima-
gmatvfrfqum(y This is that idol of yout own fancy, which,
by vour eloquent delineation. you woudd obtrude upon us.
1 would obferve,. Sir, that all thofe features which vou fo
c;uqm..dy dehmate apply equally to the preached gofpel
In vain, Sir, would we give a prattical teftimony to the crofs
in the Lord’s fupper, unlefs we firft had the divine teftimo-
ny cencerning a cruc.fied Saviour in the gofpel, and give a
prafiical teflimony to the crofs, by receiving upon this tefii-
inony a crucifiéd Saviour. The pnncrpal {ault which I find,
then, with your defcant, is, that it exalts the Lord’s {upper -
at the expence of the preau‘xed gofpel.  Al! the features,
Sir, which you {o beauniifully delineate, apply to the gofpel
as well as to the Lord’s fupper. The goipel, Sir, is the
power of God unto {aivation, and opens that deo: by which
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«lone we can pals to a communion table with fafety and
comfort. It is the daily dread of the Chriftian, by which
he is nowrifhed unto eternal life; and will by no meaas give
place in the Chrniftian life to the Lord’s fupper. )
You intrcduce your third Letter, Sir, with another brava-
do. ‘¢ The duty of frequcm communion is fo undeniable,
‘““ and the asrgument by which it is enforced appeals with
*“ fuch power to every gracious principle, that there feems
“ no room for objc&xon.” The argument tor what, Sir?
Is 1t for your imaginary frgquency ? Three hundred and
fixty-five times, or even for your fifty-two times ? Beware,
Sir. you are in danger of incurriag the awful denunciation,
exprefled, Rev. xxii. 18, 19, for add; ing. to the words of tha
fscred book. '1am certain at leadt that you add to the
meaning, as far as I can judge. You now proceed, Sir, to
ftate tiofe o‘Uc lions which you fay are made, and, ‘ Firfl,
““ it is faid, that the meafure propofed would irnovate upon
‘“ the eftablithed order of the church.” To this I reply,
* thatif, mdeed an-innovation ; and if, as hath been prov-
ed, it s %cvertlxelefs our duty then it 1s high tune the
i:mm ation were made, and the habits of old trangreflion
* removed,” You fay, Sir, * as hath been proved ;”’ what
v hath been proved ? You fay it is our duty.” You have at.
tempted to prove nothing but * frequency.” Fregquency is
ajlowed, Sir ; but have you, 8ir, proved your fity-two
times in a vear? This 1pec;hc treque ncy has oot yet been
+ introduced for proof ; fo that you are giving Jedburgh juf-
tice, by.condemning your fuppoled opporents, betore you
have attempted a proof ot what conflitutes their crime. You
enter upon 2a ¢: ;qmrv “ How did Chnt ordain ? Low did
“ his apoftles condu&t ? how did they leave the church ?”
In anfwering thele queftions, Sir, you fuperfece the glori.
ous_head of “the church. This you feem to sckuowledge,
~ wheu you fay, ** To begin with the apoﬁles " 1 maintain,
Sir, that Jefus is the Alpha and Omega o} this fixllmgmfh-
ed wftitution. I fapupofe, Sir, that you are 1cmewhat con-
{cious that his words in the inflitution cre not a fullicient

\

¥ fourdation for your bay and flubble building, or ** {requen. !
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“ ¢y, vet at the fame time will cheerfully fubmit to,
and receive the teflimony of his apoftles, becaufe in their
minifiry, they were under the unerring guidance of his Spi-
nt. “Lo!'l am with you always.” You produce Afis
xx. and 7. * On-the frft day of the weck—the difciples
“* came together to break bread.”” And add, ‘ hence it is
* evident, not only that Chriftians affembied on the Lord’s
¢ day, for public worfhip, bui that they did not part with.
“ out commemorating his death.” The firft of thefe af-
fertions we cheerfully approve, but we demand your proof
of the fecond, which you do not pretend to offer. We are
riot at prefent difputing the faét, but demanding your proof
of the fa€t. But inftead of this, Sir, you, at confiderable
length, explain what needs no explanation ; that by break-
ing of bread is meant the communion of the {upper; and to
confirm this, you add, ** Mc#& zflurealy his people did rot
“ aflemble-on his day for any common or carnal purpofes.”’
You afterwards; indeed, cbrreél this abfurd affertion ; other-
wife we might have fufpefled it to have included the preach.-
ing of the word, &c. & common or ¢ainal purpofes. You
fay afterwards, * Nay, it is intimated that facramental com.
“ munion was 2 principal, :f not ke principal objeét of their
* meeting.”’ Thatit was a fpecial and a principal objefl of
their r.eeting upon facramental occafions,qynone, I believe,
ever denied : But what 1s the confequence ? If one thould
{ay, Sir, that on fuch a firft day of the week all the congre-
gations in Glafgow affembled to break bread or to communis
cate in the Lord’s fupper; would this be a fhadow of a -
proot, that they did fo every Sabbath’on which they affem-
bled for religious worfhip ? I think, Sir, that you are the
~ moft loofe reafoner that I did‘ever encounter.  But you pro-
ceed. ‘ The argument muft be decifive with all'thofe who
“* alledge this place to prove that the apoftolic churches
‘“ {an&tified the firft inftead of the feventh day of the week.
-—Indecd the flrength of the argument drawn from 1his
- paffage; to prove the change of the Sabbath, lies in the

(uppofition, that this ¢ breaking of bread” fignifies the

facremcent of the fupper,” Do not you; Sir, admit ef::

(¥4
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wrwards that they communicated upor otuer davs Lefides
the firit day of the week : now, 1if this was the cafe,
whence 1s your argument from the cxpreflion, * 'tneakirg
‘““ of bread,” for the change of thc Sabbath ? Yecu add,
From which we gather that the mceting ot the difciples
“ was a flated one, and tor rehgious ends.” 1 know not,
Sir, where you gather that it was a flated one, but whether
it was a flaied one or an cccafional one, it was certainly for
rchmous ends. But would it not have been for * re‘xgz-
“ ends,” though the {acrament ot the {upper had not heen

at that time dxf:ex {ed ?
Alter fome iunher riaiculous rearc mng or perver{’.on of

reaton upon this pomt wliere common {eule is violated, yvou
proceed to another evidence, trom 1 Cor. x1. 20. W hen
‘“ ve camne together thereltore into one pilace this 15 not to
‘“ eat the Lord’s fupper.” Here, Sir, you draw a conclu-
fion witiiout pxem:fes ““ The apaﬁ e tells us, that their irre-
‘“ gularines | appe'ied wien iney came zovctf"r inthe church,

s and that the i{cene of them was the tab!v of the Lard
*“ Whence it tollows, ‘f)ax the celebration of the fupper was

““ aregular concomitant of their flated meetings for public
‘““ worfhip ; and thefe, we know, were held at ieaft every

“ Lord’s day.” Here, Sir, 1 find, that their irreguiarities
happened when jlycy came together 1n the church, “and that
‘e icene of ther was the table of the Lord. Xou realoa,
‘* whence it foilows that the celebration o the fupper was a
“ regular concomitent of their flated meetings for public
* worfhip.” Now. Sir, their irregularities could not take
lace but when thiey came together in the church. But
does the apoltie fav, that thele .rregulam es took place eve.
ry time they came tcgcthex in the church. The apoftie’s
!anguage would have the fame propriety, though we fhould
fuppele that they difpenfed that folemn ordimance only once
o1 twice a year: which [, upon ro other account, fuppofe
than to {hf'w\our abfurd reafor\mga'xd falf eLonQLuﬁon viz.
That the Lord’s {upper was difpenfed at leaft agery Lord’s
day.  © This conclufion,” vou lav, * :efults sneceflarily
froin tie tenor of the apeltle’s argument, whieh evident.
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‘ catae to eat the Lo fupy :r; JOr Cite e aoCir €O

*oing tngu‘xer fu '3 not to eav e Lo d s funper, would te
M J

‘nma togecher w as ter the worfe.’
v the rules of roafl - nw, and they wili
readidy, canr‘h_ y o ur pramifes ¢l oniy 10 your own
Conveited T that you had formed vour conclufion
Lt ytt; ot 0 e l"n stures w feek your piemifes, and
oo than ob :.,ch to turce a2 WY your {tvice, to fupport
v " ;glf‘.:::‘ji cuncinfions,
cte, Sir, you cic.e your evidence. yiven %y our divine
lmd and .S opoﬂ‘ Thefe are the itandards, the primi-
t:ve and oarlv x"anc:aads; the facred {criptures, the law and
the teftimeny.  And I do appea! to every fealible reader of
QUT COrt? f ondence, whether vou have given any folid proof
for vour eztravagant ’requencv, from the facred fcriptures.
Tour pr;:nary argaaent, is the imaginary idea which you
heve fixea to ine word jreguency ; and ths frequencv is on.-
' a deaudtion from our Saviour’s words 1n the pactiution.
Yetyoeu, Sur, arrogant'y and xe;u'e\}x “.’ it a pofitive com-
f.:and, the \\,1.,1@30(1 ot a ayiag Saviour. Nene of the com-
rmmands of the mora! law are exnre..\,d 12 J\r Vague mianicr.
Qur Savivir’s exo,)reﬂ'mu. v as often as, §moug‘1 rape'ated
are quite 1.3. sterminate, &5 {0 uequ\ncv : and certainiy,
vou alfume tco much in determ miniag to the moft extrava-
gent extent, what the Tupremme Lc:d and lawgiver has rot
d°t aranned. Yet I agree with you, that it would be *“ a
pxoﬁwate ufe of gui;el iiberty, to corcliude, that, as the
Lod hat.. preuzweu no flaied fimes of commainicaiiny,
‘“ we may 15500 nn) "bﬁa”l as otten and as long as we
* paeafel” You add,  Seme indeed appear {0 ati uupon
t .. notion.”’ And I think \ou no lels criminal ; tor as
they woipne, fo I think you degiade this folemn and delight-
fui] c:;‘if'xame The colden ‘wmean, Sir, lies betwixt you,
mi-aio . i ages. There crerighs hana extremes as well
as it hdmi deiceiione,
Fio:dl, S0-, ot you know wiz: v ind fuggefls up(m
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the apoftolic age’ expafed to fovere perfecutions by, and con.
fliets withy virious enemics.  The words ot our divine Lord,
Niat, ix. 5. were tuifilled,  And Jelus faid unto them,
. can ¢! ‘1. dren ! t..» Dzide-chambcr mourn, as long as

He Jndegroo'n ts with them ? but thes dave will come,
““ when the Bnceurﬂom wii! be taken rrom them, and when
“ {haiithey faih” T do not in the leaft queition, but that
the poor Chrittians might ieek comtortin the enjovment of
this !.ear cheening ordinance, and that their fitvaton de.
tnanded an ext: aord‘n:m treguencv.  And when they could

CJ

J

enjov the privilege of a public aflembis ter p preaching the
aoinei, they alfo tmproved the apporiunity for commemo-
rating their Lord’s eath. They had alfu a pgeneral and

it; ng 1 impreflion that his fecond a.omma was at hand; which
:

m:ght kil mere excue thearto ‘requcncs. This s all Sir,
which can be f:ppoled, and even this docs not admit et a
pofitive and clear proof from the fac.ed oracle. But vou,
Sir, have violated the ancient and juft provcrH meguid = ..u,»,
1. e. teo much of one :hing {*\'ea for notlnng. It gives

r.

reafc . 1o fulpeet that 1 cauie is bad, when the proot broagut
to fuprort it 1s wezk and wiconc Iuﬁve efpecialiy when the
champion puts on his harnels with wl‘ words and vain
boaiting. ¢

You procesd, Sir, tabring forward whatyen callevidence,
10 prove that * weekiv communmion did not die with the a-
C ¢ peities,” and here, Dir, vou aflure us that, = 1t was sven
“Ccomiren to communicate three and four times a week,

"
.. ’
il

* and iy lomie placesev cw dav.” 1} R p'\oge Sir, you mean
thicz -7 fonr nmes a weok.  WWell, Sir, here is vour three
huodied and fixtv-five conmiualons 1n the vear; and i mu

ouw i, ihat a pubite aay of {olemn Lamibiation hdut‘ atd 2
dov ot thankiniving attereah commuanion eigec: abhv i thele
exe;cifey Weie cengregational, wouiu e :m:fu&uuig, oF
maorall, mwpaiiibie.

{ will not fo! cuw vou, Sir, inio the thorav copfe of anti-
gty and therctere {0l pot examine vou: cloud of wit-

sefles, 1obana i bave both eu;\ea.\.! Our cvauvis to our
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fall.  You tell us trequently of primitive love and pr
tive punitv; vet you have aanowledged that there w .
cerruptions of a veryv grofs nature, which nct only fou
entrance wnto, bat even prevailed 1n, at ieaft, fome of tic
apofloiic churches; and which required the perfonal an.
thority of an apoitic to coricét them. To this I may acd
our Lord’s epifties to the feven chuiches of the lciler Afia;
and the premoenitions given veth by our Lord and his a,)of
ties, not oaly ot the dangers, but prevailing evils to which
the church was to be expofed.  And have we reafon, Sir,
to expeft a more permanent punty after the apoftles were
gone ? and yet, Sir, you fet thera up in the phre of, or
with Chriit and his apoitles as our cxamp?" i freqmnt
communions. Your own affertion of their having fitty-two
or threc hundred and fixty- ﬁve communions in a year, and
year after vear, without any mark of dnfapprobanon 1s a fut-
icient evidence that neither you nor they are proper exam-
ples or leaders in this, and probably many other matters,
We have alicady noa'ccd Sir, the dlforders of the Corinthian
church and of the feven churches of the leffer Aflia, whofe
diforders are recorded by divine authority 1n the book ot Re.
velation, where you clearly fee exceptions to their primitive
love andfcnipt taral fimplicity ; and as to the {ublequentages,
thofe who are acquamt with thexr hlﬂ()l‘} could eafily point
out ftrony objeétions to their pnmtt.vc purity and {criptural
ﬁmphcm even your quotation from the celebrated Chryf-
oftom is an evidence ot this: ** The eloquent Chryfo*'iom
cempiains, Ir samn we fland af the altar ; none come to re.
czive.”” Dhd our blefled Lord, Sir, fland at an altar when
he i ftitnt2d thisordinance, or his apoﬂles when they difpen-
fed 11? Yeuthefe ages you celebrate as the ftandard of punty
and fervent lore; and indeed if their love was to be meaiu-
red by the ircquency of their communions, we dare not pre-
teind to vie with them. The church of Rome, Sir, lays
mighty firefs in many particulars upon your celebrated anti-
quity : and with them vou might find your “ blood of expi-
* aunn flowing, and fire from ,sbovc mnfummg the facrifice,
“ aad a cloud of 1nccafc tifing up from: the altar, anc en-
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voeensin s iz oo b -God, ag offering of 2 fwert.
siia, oo The papacy itfelf tre~es th: Pope's
pedon terougi the thoray copfe of aatiquity, even to our
Loed's confiiietion of it, ia the perfon of the apcftle Peter:
cid Dwe-fian Bpifcopzcy, has travel'zd through the fame
voad, Loothe gutdance of (ome feen advoca et of the church
cooteglaads And T owould ¢y ofk yee, Sir, whethe: von

o

voag b he wailhing to follow theis ages of ity 10 all thefe
tungs which canbe cleavly praved to Lov zxifted 14 them,

s e epurca of Cosinrh 32 iz [evea chutcpes of
Afiy, to whow, by divize infpiral iz, the beok of Revela.
i was addreffed. |
Auad now, Sir, 1 requelt that voa erther adiduce bev-r
cvidence, that your felt deviled fryquency is marked by -
v...2 authority 1a iae {acred {cciptures, or that, hke an ho-
2 man, you tngenuoutly give up vour bad caufe; which,
it d, 18 fearcel - to be expetted trom a clergeman, _
Y.our {econd objeciion, Sir, is, * that b, .snderng the
“ Juts too common, it would deaden affeion, deftroy {is-
¢« loinnuy, banith reverence, and thus be injuricus 1o the-re.
« ligion which it is defigned w aid.”” Inan{wer to this, Stir,
you expatiate i a verw long and faphiflical aeciatrations
rrein vou g matize we objedtor as a formaiiit, &c. and
#Xorefs your wioit‘huent that it fhowid ever be propefed
0, a hiviag Cuidtian, It is-a talk 00 great for me. $1-, to
iollow you thio” your rapid exclamattons apd flaihes of waik..
¢d eloquence, without argument; whereinryou onl: difpiay
vour capucits of pivverting truth, reajonasd comman {enie,
infieaq of iivating voar {ubje&, aud refuting vour oppencuts
with calm reafou sud Words of fobernels, la apiwer
your iuppoied objcétion, 1 wegld noticg, that 1a obyeliive
ronrelcatations, which frqogly afleS our feaacs, the tregquent
re,.obtioa oi taein gready weakens, cnd hag o zative seaden-
¢ w dednoy or annihilate their edeets. Now, dir, as the
{acioment o) the lupper o8 a feafibie ropreccaanon diviaely

Pinditaed, a5 an aid and excitement to the excicile i ‘auh

in a craciiied Saviour; your eatravey .t dreguency o 10SuRe
At woa ns ndiare aad delign,
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I thall here prefent you with a plan of my fentiments;
and if you fhall judge it inconfiftent with {cripture, or rea-
fon and gead fenfe, 1 the'l lic open to convittion, from
your eloquent pen.

It hath plca{cd the divine Sovercign znd head of the
church, to inftitute a moft beautitul as well as ufeful vanety
ot ordinances, for the {alvation of {inners. and edification and
comfort of his eleft people or faints : and in each of thefc
he cails for our {ubjection or obedience, according to their
feveral natures and ends. Now, Sir, I obferve. that in each
of thefe various divine ordinances and {ervices, the meritori-
ous death and atonement, made by the Lord Jefus Chnft,
has not oniy a principal place, but s indeed the {fum and fub-
fance of them all. We are riot, therefore, to imagine, that
Chriftians confine their remembrances of the death and dy-
ing love of our bleffed Lord; nor their love to him, to the
partitular commemoration of him in the facramental commu-
non. Some of thefe divine ordinances and iz{titusions are
deﬁgned for the converfion of finners, and to be the daily
ivod of the children of God ; and are thie proper fpmma'
bufinels of every day ; fo that if Chriftians were properly
prepared, and iuu’bly exercifed, they might be faid o com-
memorate the Lord’s death habitually and praétically every
day : and in this fenfe, Sir, 1 fhould heartily approve of your
more than three hundred and {ixty five commemorations of
his death, in the courie of the year.

Qthers of thefe divine ordinances belong more properly,
theugh not exciufively, 1o the Chriftian Sabbath, and*to the -
preaching of the goicel which is a {lated feaft, 2nd wherein
the dnn ne head of the church makes unto all pcople {aints
and {inners, a feaft ot fat things and wines on the lees, &c.
Now you Rnow, mr, that to preach the golpel 1s to preadxa
crucified Chnift. In this reipeél, believers do, every Sab-
bath, commemorate the blocd of atonenient, and love of a
d)mg Saviour, who s here reprefented as 0), ing tor cur fins,
arnd ti{cz. again for our julufication. Thiele, S, anfwerto
tiie crdirary ot daily renigieus {fervices of the Jewith church,
b d*r the Qid Teftament difpenfation; and in all thele

k
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1ew\ﬂ1 infhitutions, whether more pubiic or private, the fan
ot the people of God was then exereifed in a believing con-
tcmplation and remembrance ot that Saviovr who was to
come, amd of that merntorious death, or atoriing blood, which
we, 1n the facrament of the {upper, are in a diftinguifhed
maaucer, cailed to commemoratc as already fully Lomple;.
ed ; when Jefas faid upon the crofs, ** It 1s finithed.’

There were other méxtmions of the fame general nature,
fubfervient to the fame gloricas defign, viz. to exhibirto the
taith of the Jews, that Saviour who was to come, and wasby
h's mentornious obedience, to fatfh tranfgrefﬁon make au
«nd of fin, and bring 11 an everlathing righteoufneis. Thefe
e\"amdnnrv ordinances or inftitutions were, by far, lefs
frequent than the others. Thev were in genera! only annt--
al thewr fealons = ere indeed pref‘ifeiv fixed and fettled by
divine iovereignty.  Of thefe, two 1n particular are allbw ed
{0 LOITCIPO‘}(I with the New Teﬂafnent facraments, viz. Bep-
tifm z2nd the Lord’s {upper. The firfl of thefe, viz. Cir-
camciiion, was Incdeed the more ancient inflitution, yet we
eve wot anv accovnt of {olemnitv attached to thiS {acra-
mental indiitigon; us periermance was not even zn appen-
dage of the nelliv ofiice ; aoiv, 1n general, it was com-
manded to be cone at the tighe 't pentl. The other Jewiih
Lacrawent, viz, e Ps{;o\'rr, was, by the-divine inftitution,
to Le wttended with much wore folemnity, and many parti-
cular a[)w*mi ~os tawe {icramental lamb muft be v parated
trow the flock, four davs betore 1t was to be flain, &c. It
was to he caten witir bitrer terhs; unlcavened b Lleau muit be
puiccd out biom the o ftosv orawellirg ot all the ivaeutes ;
it wa2s o be yoaftea with f%zc. and ciniielv eaten, without
Dreahinyg 4 bone even the malledt.

Youirprowen vs, Siryowith making a difterence hetween
the two New ‘flenam g‘.\ lscraments, as {acraments cguany
chdrvine inftuction ; erd by an nnaccountabic mauo itancy,
condoun thoic m! qmties which we think are, 1a the nature
ot thites, a4y wy 1. as by tae facred word, fuitalie to tho -
p; nlaiton ob the Lod's fupoer, wough not to e cacramient
ol bapuim. ‘ibe p.zf.fm-'c{, N IS LTI R TN CHURGI RS Y
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of the faime glorious objefts which are {vmbelicaliv repre.
jented to us, though ina difierent manrer, 1n the Lord’s {up-
per. I do not indeed fuppofe, Sir, that vou are {o much a
New Teftamentanan, as to rejeét inflruftions in the New
Teflament facrament, {rom the divine inftitution of the pafi-
over. You wili find, Sir, tour davs which mav be called
preparatory to the killing the pal\..ml lamb. Do vou think,
Sir, thit thele davs were not typicai of fomcthma’ ol a
like nature, with refpeét to our New Teilament pai‘u\ er ;
or had the Jew:ih pmfo\'er more necd of preparatory days-
and exercifes than the New Teftament pafiover ? Cenaxul\
Sir, thele preparatory days neceflanly called for re!-movs
exercifes not common to other davs.  Again, Sir, the fnz!-
over was to be eaten with bitter herbs; fhall we receive n»
iaflruéion from this pari of the divine *nihtmron P Do Vi
think, Sir, it 1s unnatural, or toreign to the fubjedt, to {av,
that thefe preparatory days were partiy defigned for gather-
ing the bitter herbs; and that their eating the paflover with
bitter herbs was tv plca] of that paintul conmnon and anguith
of ipirit which New Teitament believers experience, while
they look upon him in the gefpe! paﬂbver sccordmg tc t‘)e
prophely, Zecn. xit. 12, dnd [ wiit poar upow tric ho Z{.e it
Dacid, and upon the inia bh.m‘s 0/ " Feru falen, ihe Jpirit of
grace and fupplicaiion, ard tiey [hall lood upon me whom iney
nave prerced, and ihey fnsil mourn for Aum.  Again, Sir, werd
there not fix teall days fableq.,em to the prmcxpa] feaft day ?
Does not thus warrant, at leaflt, fomewhat of a hike natusre,
fubflequent to our C hn(‘xan pa’fover ? Again, Sir, the Icw-
ifh pallover, though fixed with divine author; tv, to a deter-

- minate day, 2nd ncne of the Hracistes can be ;uppofed to be

igaorans of it, was yet to be prociatmed by found of trum-
pet.  What was tiie defign of this, Sir ? 1f not to inumate
tne neceflity of {uitable preparation for this folemn o:di-
nance. [ hope Sir, vou will no lenges judge 1t ciiminal
to poiﬂt out ihefle mﬁin&ions betwesn two facraments c-
quuV of divine in{titution : nor reprohate, 1n vour unie-
co'mvw manner, the difference which marks our conduct
with thie facramcms ot baptifayand the Lord’s fupper. Nev.



[ 28 ]

er were there ftreniger evidences of a rooted prejudice than
what appears in your Letters. If you were one, Sir, who
mzb it be fuppoled to be endowed wuh {lender mtcllc&s or
a very limited capacity, it might extenuate, though not ex-
cufe vou, efpecially in the felf-confident manner in which
vou exprefs yourfelf and treat your {ubjeft. You feem, Sir,
to take little or no notice of the awful denunciation expre(fcd
by the apoftle, againit unworthy communicating ; and the
important exho:tation, dedufted trom, or confequent to i,
) ** But let 2 man examine himfelf, and {o let him eat of that
** brcad and drink of that cup.” 1 think, Sir, that isefe are
not fuited to vour extravagant frequency, and ndicule ot
nreparation. Nothing feems to attraét your attention but
an tav! which vou call freguency, and vainly pretend io
l.ave proved from the divine inftitutior and apoftolic exam-
ple: wher=in, I think, vou have not proved any thing but
vour own weaknefs, real or defigned, and the itrength of
vous favouriie prejudice.  Even trequeacy 1ifelf s but a
deduétion, vet you arrogantlv and repeated'v call it the pe-
finve ;ommand of our dying Saviour; and trom this de.
daction vou furm another, ot three hundred and fixty-five
ho'n rum s, 10 the cour{c ot a year.
¢ facrament oi the fupper, Sir, is & divinelyv iaflituted
:‘\Dﬁ ; vea, the only wiftituted teaft under the gofpel. This
sractor 1s diametricallv oppofite to that irequencv which
' aowenld :npo f¢ upon us, asthe pofitive command of our

Crror Naviour, \ tesil, Sir, 15 4 character which gl ngunh-
o e day wh i it 1s ade, hom other or coinmon davs ;
RN . .nh s t'! entertainment from common meals.
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frequency of a featt to the extent of our com-
foan TLCads, IS COIMEIY tQ IS natwre, and “eﬁruthve of its
AN I wdea t and one of its dtitinguiithed coaracters, 13, tivat
Z 132 teaittor triends, or what vou call jeparaie @ and 1 this
vou al ow that tts differeat trom ali tie other pubiic ordi-
saaces. iatae godpel, Sir, Chodt covers a tabie tor il
wente, and s invitauoa s, To vou, O men, 1 call)” ’mt
pae Lo’y u.ppf’r, s ac.dtefﬁ i3, Eat, O tnends,” or

:‘,:: wan s the teorad cndtiuvon, © Take, eat, thas s wy

i
'\



[ 29 ]

“ body broken for you.”” And fhall there be no more foiem-
nity in, or preparation for fuch a feaft, than for a common
meal ? The Jews, Sl!‘, diftinguifhed even the fixth day of
the week, as a preparation for the Sabbath ; and fhali we be
calumniated as fuperftitious devotees, fer aiming at prepara-
tion for our moft diftinguifhed babbath or feaft days ? Your
plan in this matter, Sir, is moft unfmtable to the condition
of the faints of God in this their imperfe’t flate ; they ars
conitantly engaged in a {piritual war within, and expofed to
temptations without. Befides, Sir, they are immerfed 1n
the toils and cares of human life, and their minds often em-
barraffed and diftraéted from fpiritual things ; 2nd theretore
we who are 1n the bodiiy tabernacle, do groan, being bur.
dened.

One would be almoft tempted to think, Sir, that you
were burle:juing the diftrefled flate of tae peopie of God,
in your not only making light of their preparations for this
folemn ordinance, buteven ridiculing them : and this, Sir,
you build upon your miftaken and undefined idea offnquens
cy. Perhaps, Sir, you and fome of your confociates, may
have attained fuch eminent degree of fpiritual perte&ton 1N
the Chriftian life, as to feel little need of preparation for the
moft folemn exercifes of reiigion : But, methinks, you
thould have fome more {ympathy with, and cOmpaﬂion of
your poor [uffering brethren, who come {o far fhort of your
great attainments. The apoftle of the Geniiles gives them
other fort of treatment; “ For we have not an High Pricft
« which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmi.
“ ties; but was 10 all points tempted like as we are ; yet
““ without fin.”” Heb. iv. 15. He does not, Sir, as you do,
reprobate them on account of their mﬁrmmes nor tread
with his foot the {moking flax, becaufe it did not blaze like
his own. I fhall here make a paufe, by faying, that,

I am, Reverend Sir,
The Servant of Chrift and his
Church, in the defence of the

Gofpel aund all 1ts Oid:nances,



HALL row coniiler, brieflv, vonr (reatment of davs ¢
amttation and thank{ziving, as oblerved by us, 1 con.
neftion wii the dx*w‘v‘uum ot she Lord's fanper. Oniv,
' hali prem:ie iomc tnnas for obvieting \oar mittazes
s mater; st owe omigh ced fapoots that your
miflakes were real, and V irom 1gnorance.
You grofsly err, St alle repestediv, that yaur op-
ponents belicve that d.x_\'s NHEERE ni?iazjozi o7 tharkigiving,
ar extra-ordinary r'ea"'ni::-\, are eiicnta

el s

| to the {otewn o~
ainance of communrcating, Tius vou mmd not but know,
Thele exercifes were feidom ufed bv anv ol tue communi-
cants, but fuch as wejc membersof the capgregation where

D as
the folemn crdinance of the fupper was difpenied ; and cven
1n thefe congregations I iave known fev cral membars, who,

on account o {fome conpneflions or circumflances in their
woridly callings, did notobflervethef2 davs, eventbelait daye,
Yet this, Sir, was no ebjefiton e their conzmunicating @ ani
hernce it is c*\'id@n' that thefe davs were not reckoned eifen-
tial to communicating 1n the Lord's fupper. You ma:ntain,

Sir, that becaufe thev ere not of divine 1rﬂ"ntm'1, they ar e
1‘erf‘wre fuperihinous or ux How ui"up and ar> even pervert.
ing the lacred erdinance, inthituted by our lLord. It is true

iﬂreed that thiefe days are not ‘geuhcahv mentioned 1n t‘he
New Teflament : but this, Sir, is'buta ﬂ(‘bd'(l\(‘ proof or ra-
taei difproot 6t them, I hope vou will acknowlicdge that
ti.e Jews were asinuch tehnueu «o the divine in2itution as
we are,  Now, Sir, if vou are not one ot our New Tefta-
nien tahan novelills, vou wiil pleale to accept of a remark.
able examplaxv 1n{tamc fmm the Old Teftament. I need
not tell you, Sir, that 1 the divine inftitution of the paflo-
ver, feven days only were appornted, or fet apart to accom-
pary it, belides the tour preparatory days, which I-alieady
jovs nottee of,  Yet in that retmarkable paliover, obferved
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o8 me godiv Hezekiah and his };ix‘-g\’\n vou wili find m
o Chion. xx«. 3. that the whole aifen blv took couniel 10
keep othsr {cven davs:and thev kept other feven days
“owin cladners.T Now, D, dc vou think thet this was &
ververfion ot the divine inflitution etike paffovc-r or an en-
croachment on 1ts .tnpmm anG pmm © 0f that it met with
a repulte from that God who nath faid '+ that obedience s
“* bouer ian facrifice 777 Theugh the nghteous and hoiv

Sovereigri &:d not, vet by \ou; treatment ot us, vou wouid
hava con owm.ed thera with the i m. ng qacﬂzo" . \‘ o

-

* hath re jurred this at your }‘mr.ds > You find, vever,
thet 1t hae every evidence of divine approbation. ‘. SR AE
t.ad atfo, Sir, another initance, which, according 0 vour
T Wit ¥ i‘lig'mti e as will-worfhip, n 2

ie {ame time dolomisn Rept
raci with him, a verv great
ymy the entesing in of Hamarn, L.mo the

-
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“oniver ol ’t‘..gx‘pt. Anan the eghth dav they made 2 jo-
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Von dal s, and the feqdt feven davs. And on the thiee
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which you doaelt of everv idea of folemniny, and d:':‘r.u‘ic
to the ievel oi 2 common .eal : Thou 2 nerhyq aps we r.dy in
vain plead for dhe talinionalie ?c.v“u o! toleratien and tor.

hesrauce 1n cur {eotiments, Jdife "ur o widelv 'rom vours,
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Fiave aiveaiy noted, that the padover was o be caten
with Lister hieis, and that theie wppiied humbie contnon,
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it I may calit, faffing.  Ii this exercife was {peciaily
r\ﬂxt oted, as an cilential appendage of the lewiih paffover,
can we iuppcfe itunfuitabis to our New Teftament nafiover ?
Or, Sir, can we View vour fine pxeuc ol painting, though
cxpched by vou rather 1n the Rom:fh ftile, without mourn-
Ing, while bv faithwe look ecn him whom we have pxencd ?
Perhaps, Str, youa may refinét this humxhatmg contrition, to
the very act of com‘numcatmg : this we think mconﬁftcm
rith that exercife, and in the Jews’, ii:confiftent with their
having the Pafchal lamb fet apart, {or ievera! days, and their
bitter herbs gathered prior to therr commumcanng, in this
facrament. Can vou poilibly ; imagne, Sir, that while they
had thefe {vmbols, or tvped among their hands, that their
humble cantrition mv.ﬂ be under lock and Key, ull the very
inftant of communicating ? Indeed, Sir, your notons of
{piritual exercifes, are {c entirely {wallewed up by vour idel
* frecuescy,”’ that it is peil fible vou may even digeft this ab-
furdm ; but the D’EO}) e of God do not find it fo eafy 0 get
eir fouls broug ght {uitably to this exercile, and wil! be rea-
d" to {ay with our iord, in another cafe, ** This kind goeth
not cut but by praver and ‘.i‘mg ! And now, Sir, we may
fing with u.e P!.“.. it thels pza:mn; not=s, Pfal. Ixix.1c.
Ay irars, and fafle, ¥ affid my fcul ;
Wevr burped $2 my J;afr
SHhen icéclern § did % weas, Jo them
A proveva [ recame.”’

The que fho'l then, Sir, 15 not whether thele excocifes of
Lami h:mon and ! ;a“‘ friving ar {,e’xt:..l to the Lord’s fup-
per: but whether they ere tuita b.f emnpiovments for thoie
W ho are en U;@d i this jolcmn ordimance 7 And as the dii-

entation of tins {3ciament s determuned b» that radical
i :cimuvm courtor Uhrid's houfe, the congregational fel-
fionn; ihele determine the propniety of the time when, and
other cucuxr.ﬂam esattached io, or 3\\umpam ing taat foleren
ardinasce.  The fat! and ti.a"kig ving, tiel, which vou o
fhongly 1e probale are appownted bv a court of Corid's
houie at inat ntme, as furtabie 1o the edification and comntert
ot that branch ot t‘c churcn of Chritt; nor ¢an there be a-
ny ciployment by futtable (o e toelemn work,
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You iafit ot great lengih, Sie, acaint our Lailss as berog
imwmﬁftcut with (he nature of tiat datv, as vou siftiv fay
fafls arc on'y occalional.  Your whole reafoning upon tas
}omt 1" !O'l'.\l(‘d upad a matenal error, viz. t‘.at communini-
cating is a ftated datv; which vou always take foi granted,
tut never Bave prove d Give up with this crror, Sir; allow
\ommun‘x\,aun,, to be what our Saviour basndied it
viz an occalioral dotv ; and then, Sir, tathing wil be an
exercife, cccafionatly {uited to that Ou,\{m'“ml duty, a i
\\"‘ev-"\'e you prove vour fiated or periodica timcs ot Lo.'r
mun m:mg {1n&lion:d bv tae a'*t"-‘:m of our Jord or his
znotties, in tne facred oracics, vour *c:«.{umng nothis matter
wiii nave fome cenliflency; but tll this 1s dene, your vain
lnew of reafonming 1s hike water {put cn the grouml.

You prefeat us, Sir, with what vou would 1mpafle upon
us tor arguwment, from the principies of all the reformed
churches, of which vou exprels a large group, no lefs than
ming; taefum o which vou give us trom the Relgick con-
tediop. *f Nay e Bc:\ aick co;temon afferts roundn ' ail

s ahufesand accur d inveations which men have added to
craments, ;:-:,-\l reingled with tnem, we jultiv rejeét as

anativn ; and atfirm, that all the godly are to be
witi that order, and t‘\ofe rites alone, which
arnd his apoitles-ha e left us:” * So thai, in the
iew cf thefe bold witnefies for truth, every thing sdded, as

a neceffary apnendage to the manner which Chrift and his
apoftiea have delivered to us of celebrat wg the facraments,
15 an abufe, a profanaiion, an accurfed invention.”

Now, Sir, de you really ulﬂ!\ that thefle eminent reform-
ers did iatend, or would apply fuch muniﬂfmg condemna--
tions ag*mﬁ the precious gxerciie of {piritaal <afting, or

thation and mourmny, as a prer)arat;‘ e for the Precions
ald x'nportd"t duty of communicating i: the Lovd’s rupp"
Do yeu not wuf“, Sir, at your mupeaching and flande m'-*
thermn with {uch fcrmfnc:ms«’ This von anpear to be confuion:

dll

ei; for atier yau have, as s you v, brought tire matter near-

o home, g 1 aff, eried, ** that our numcrous feryices auuut
’ )
1 Love (':p:;cr ale ({;ams;m aliv nn[u)xt;l to she vurrent ¢
4 .- e - Ky
N

A ad



pudhic fentiment 1n the church of Scethand and o her .
le'nn repeated enactions. frore the commencement of the
reformaton, down to the eftabiithment of the Weftniniter

1 v ~

conteflion of taith ;" after a'l thei: qist 110ns ho.‘r- tho
{everal periods ot the reformed clurch of Scotland, wach
are indeed the {ame \\'Et"x the Belxick contellion alreadv ra.
cite\i: ven add, Ity very true that thee aids are laveiled

immeidtate v againhy \orxuptz\m which: have taken niace 1n

e manner ot Jidiibatis ng a7 x*‘"enu‘\; the lNicramental

- T

b
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elements,”
Here it appears, Sir, that vou have aDp.Zc‘l o fentie
wents contrary to thelr own d\..xm and 1ntenuon. You firf,
bv a r:x‘e of vour own making, conviude, that our davs of
ht mn uh N, NI conne (‘tcd with communicatng, are fu-
D trons to, and corruptions ot the divine ord:
Santes: oantin Cus vi\ W Vou pervertthe fenrnents ot ti‘.e:e
emirent reiormers, apaintt the‘e who are indeed ci tae |
Prine 'p!cs with the Pie‘\ s,
Yoialiow, Sir, the uprie‘!v o ¢
*“ But fet a man examine tnmfzit, and jo
poflible, that a believer 1n me can reflett upon the pait,

?

,y-

or inipedt the preent ftate ot his own Leart: can he pene.
trite 1200 its fecret chambers? can he fav w o :IV’ apoitle,
- r t\ H

1 leear lotm‘x aw 1o my members, wailing 3vaiiit the law

o my minld, anJ oringing me 1'\"‘ cap.x.m to the faw
fin. w \uh 1S 1N My memb»xc ' Rom. vit. 23, 1 {av,
Sir, can he be thus exercifled, without Hemg penetrated wiih
meft intenlz forrow, while, at the fame time, he, by taith,
:\tempht s the wounded Saviour, pierced bv kis fins. It
13 rmp \!’..l"" Sir, but that iz griet muld be pungent, :mi in
this condiften the divine exhiortaiion 1s prefeoted to wim,
1 Perovoo, v Humble vourfeives the c=fore under the rmol,-
"o Land of God, that he may exalt voa in due umne,
Aad ivaced, Siv, §have found 1 mv long mi uﬂena' expe-
tyience, that ihofe who were moft dee p plun;ei in humbie
contiiaon, woed devere angmith ot {nny, upon the apmo Yoy

O

Qi h
of e fodemen ordinanee, have Ho theretnen oy cd e moit

SREY Gt a:.;.\lu..u\s o the divine ¥ IL‘L Cand ot
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Aanlant conlianons ol Chifl, while thcy comme:norate

Sisodeataoant ove, by ox mJ and drinkings the {y 'nbolmal
bread and wine  oand ‘;.'c herehy prepa.bu, vea, animated,
tor fongs ot noatic and thanktoving, and made to conciude

the folemmny win tue Plaimift, 1 that beautitul fertieth

H Lat f 3 nes iomy I omy mouik
“oour God fo 71143" S

You fav, S?., Wi e obe pr°tendcd thar the da' 1
“ q:xcﬁioh are fielptal to d"\" tion?”" and you anfwer, ** this
" overv pretent 1s urved 1in behaslt ot Cn'x*‘mh and (J yod-
“ Frgdav, and Whitiundav and Lent,”” &a. {page 108.)e—
Cu'amu', Sir, vour nerves here do uadergo another fpafm.
This manner of reaioning vou feem 1o have learned from
the Socinians and Pcla;,lam who would ihigzmatize the Pxo-
teitant divinely revealed doftrines of orig: inal imputzd guift
and imputed righteoufnels, by ranking them, as you do,
with Pomih trumpery, &c.

Thus vou thigmatize {folemn humiliation, and its conco.
mitaut exercifes, by enlifting themn under the fame Romifh
bariner, win all the reft of the ungodly; f{uperflitious and
1dclatrous trumpery.

I have fhewed, Sir, that as thele exercifes are, in them-
{eives, dutics ot divine appointment; f{o they are {uited to
prepare and z{Tift the Lord’s people 1n the felemn work of
communicating. You even reprobate the extent of preach.
1ing the go .psl upon thefle folemn occalions; yet vou admt
of a ]uﬂ‘nu«uon of your Friday evening fermon, before the
com.nunion, as a preparative, 1 {uppole, for that [olemn
orainance,

This jusitfication, Sir, will equally apply, according to the
old maxum, * ‘u vus et Minus nonvaiiant 12 fpﬂuc R
IS as hCaily u:.mnal Sir, by the divine law, to fteal a horn.
fpovn, as to fleel a Lored cow.



‘Now, §tr, vou fhonld inform us 1f 1t s law ful o feek, or
uie any mears for promsting .!cvu“ow i1 our calerving the
Sa ‘i\mr s uving comnmand, or what toefr meens aie w hich
you woul, i be picaled to approve ; Gice vou {o ﬂro'r"y re-
prodate sisniliation, with its concomitant exercifes, and even
the abundant prem hine ot the goine! of our Liclled Lord.

D> you reallv think, Sir, that vour 1301  frequency,
viich vou hu\e formeld oy "Jl‘ own w’n natton, and hve
R
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1 ‘ Ko tiae md saot-makers,
hree huanded and Gyt iue con: nuntons in the year,
ally “onpmf"* n:;! more han Compf’n. e, the nea.

lect cf thefe 1mportant exoraiies ? ani tuceteidt:, Sir. tney
mafl be devoted as a fuc rifice, vea, an nvlocaufl, to this
1dol ¢ for 1t 13 evident, ih-m vour quarrel with thefe is, en
account of their incothiftency, or mcompatibiaty, wity taz
very exiiteace of tins vour 1dof, .

I have alroa"-y fard, Sir, that I approve aof frequency of

1

this commumon, alitliongh I maintain that th, is {requency i

not a pofiave or c,\prc:fcd command ¢! i*s divine inttitunion,

I yet thing 1t a proper deduction ifrom the divine mithita.

tion; fo that you are arrogant in x.nrmﬁ'm regiaeney spon

us, JS by a rmhtne command. DMuch el ougnt vog, Sir,

W tmpole vour extravagant trequency undei vour iorzery og
ﬂwm\. command., _ - -

I heve thewed that humihiation and thanklgiving are pre.
per concomitants of this ordinance, and {uited to 11s nature ;
and are proper means tor promoting theic 1ptmaal exerct 'e\;
and dlﬂmgurﬂwmg graces, whereur the divine acceptance
and ipiitual confolations and benefits, 1 communicatiay,
confift. And youand I, Sir, muft underyo the decifion ef
the fupreme Judge, upon our difteren: ’uwm\ : "d D
lications ; and therefore 1t 1s a metter of 1ienion: rnonmce
that we (hould undergo the decifion ¢1 cur Chinidion bra
1cn, to whom you addrefs your eloguaent tevers,

You tahe notice, *Sir, that M eilis, Pisir and Livis iafton,
whofe congregations were adjacent o cach other, {o mena-
ged tae matier, that their p'cuo!"‘ could ¢ oy tae epportun.y
ot conruunicating cizht times i thevean; and Dhave DO

-
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ed out that in thofe places of Scotland which are populons,
there are few people who have not the opportunuy of com.
municating at leaft eight mes in the vear; and meny might
enjoy 1t more {requently, without any excefs et toil or ex-
pence.

You know. Sir, that, three times in the ycar, every male

among the Jews was, by divine a;r.o-".m nt, or, as \ou
fpeak, bv a po/irue command, obliged to he pmfsx‘t at ]cm-
talem, at their three great teafts; and, befides their toil, ta-
vel, and expence of traveliing, they were ovligea to remarn
there fix or {even days at each {eafl.

Thefe feafls, Sir, were Oid Teftament communions.where
the Lord’s pecple enjoved communion with him, and with
each other : and this moft extenfive communion appears to
me to be the principal reafon of this umver{al meeting.

I think, Sir, vour novel planis a confining, or 1oftntiing
our xac.amvntal communion ot faints, to a particular con-
gregatmn whereas oureftablifhed cufiom extends this com-
munion very widely, even to an indefiniie extent, and 1ntro-
duces a reciprocal "knowle ug" of ths faints to each other,
and a mutual intercourfe with each other, by which {piritu-
al intimacy ard triendthip does often commence, and is pro-
moted, to their mutual comfort and advantage.

This 1 fpeak from my perfonal knowiedge : Befides, Sir,
the variety of gma and graces 1n the \anet\ ot ordmances
upon th hefe occafions, natively tends to the edification of the
children of God; and as the gofpel net 1s caft amang a mul-
titude of fithes, and, as vou vourfelt nouce, did at cre time,
upon a facramental thankigiving, inclofe about ive hurdred:
And 1t there 1s jov in heaven upon tiie converfion ot one
{inner, what jov mufl there have been upon this reprebated
day of thannfg'\mo ? And, although there has but {eldom,
in thefe latter days, been {uc! a draught; yet thefe repro-
bated days have many tunes eflefted, b\' thc divins blemng,
encreafed and mu!ixplxcd enjovments of communion with
God, in the various ordinances difpenfed. So that vou need
not be furprifed, Sir, that thoie who have experienced, and
been witaelles ot thefe things, are not willing to part with

G
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.aem, having, from their knowledge and « experience, cofi
Uact\\i inc 1 prejudices, as are indeed proof againft vour
Tathing eloquence, vour unfourded ailcitions and lalfe rea-
foning.  And I think, Sir, it would b 1MpIous 1N vou to
legraue Ommpotenc:‘, by rcqucﬁx g or expelling its exer-
ons tor conviéning them. I fhall give my reader « ne o
breatiie a hittle, betore I preceed to concludc our corretpens-
dence; and, \nﬂnng vou_ «ll grace,
I am, Revcrend Sir,
The Church’s Servant,
In defence of the Gofpel.

LETTER 1V,

REVEREND SIR,

1 AV Etaken notice of every thing 1n your Leticrs which
1 appeared to me to claim attention, or which had the ap-
pearance of argument : You have many excentric defcaats,
wherein, {uppofing your {entiments or principRs io be prov-
¢d or granted, you make an application, or form deduttions
agreeab]e ic them ; and, 1n proot ot thefe dedatlions, you
proftrate your fplended eloquence. Many precious truths,
and pious exprefhons, which, in your application ot them,
are not fupported by reafon or cominorn fenfe, 1 fhall in.
tance. Your laft letter, which is entitied, * Bexefits of
ccriptural Communion B I\ow Sir, 1t vour plan 1S not pe-
culiarly fc.xgtura] vour whole fabsic of thefe accumulated
Lenefits falls to the ground ; and I think I have made it e-
vident, 'mt you have f;nled 1in your proof ot vour darliag
©freg umu “from the divine oracles, or from apoffelic autho-
Ty and example : It is, therefore, an impofiton, Sir, to in.
{cribe your plan “jrrz/)lural communion.” Your plea trom
annqunv [ have already noticed ; and vou, Sir, have for-
mally given 1t up, by faymg, N page 106t11 “CAntiqueey
is 2 wretched ftandard of truth; the abominations of Popery
wre moie ancient than they by (everal centnries ' mearng
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facramentai fafts, &c. Let us then, Sir, be reftrifted to
{criptural antiquity, in the frequency of communion, and
then your p;ncxpai objettions to fafls ana thankfgwnws
will be removed, and you will be freed from a temptation
to {lander and malign thefe important exercifes, as fuperiii-

t.ous wiill-worfhip, perverting the precious ordinznce of the
Lord s fupper, &c.

I cannot he}p being ﬁ‘rprif;d Sir, at your making a man
ol itiraw, and havirg drefied 1t up, you infcnbe 1t either
Jraor éuty;” and upon this creature of your own tancy you
e.wauz’t vour whole guiver of fhadows. The apoltle, Sir,

omprehends the whole difpute 1n thele few words, 1 Cor.
\'i. te. * All things are lawiul tor me, butall things are not
cxpedieat,” &c. You certainly know, Sir, that very many
moral duties have their dependance on a vafl vane ty of
circeinftances; fo that, ‘what 1n one cafe wouid be an im-
nortant duty, would, in another cafe, be a criminal violation
of duty : Of this we have a finking example, Exodus xiv.

g o And the Lord faid anio Mole:, wherefore crieft thou
UH'O me,’ (XL.

l am out-wearted, Sir, 1n tracing you through your pro-
lix declamations, wnere 1t is m*poﬂ ible to follow vou, cata-
2odos, o toot tor toot, without fweiling my wrmnfr o an
encravcus length, and re-pablithing the greater part of yours.
Y aa trec ihemiv reﬂ ¢t uPor: vour fuppofed. opponcuts for

beagging the queltion, or afli.ing the difputed point: Yet,
there are few pages in }(,\.u‘ ~uers free ¢f this; and ndeed
your e:oquence is exbaco:u by, and yous unagmed argu-

ments are entircly for..iied upon, this mafter-piece of con-
duétt.

I requedt, Sir, that if you fhall continue 1n the {ame fen-
timents, and fhal ? again publifh 1 defence ot them, that you
wiil write more 1ike a {cholar, hke a Chriflian, and Iike an
honeit man; and I think the whole of your {ubjett may be
comprehende. in one fheet of paper: and I requefl that vou
may not apyly cither the {icred word, or the exprei{lcr‘s ot
our now gm.med reformers, either be)ond or againit their

native intention, or weil known principles.
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You have a quotation. or {omewhat like a quotation, at
(econd hnd, trom © The Truft, a ferwon, by Mr. Wilion,
ot Perth.”  Inever heard, Sir, of fucha fermc.., and !\now
niot, 1indead, tor what t)urpmc vour quotation 1s.  There 1s
a meft notec feimon 1n print, b\ the Rev Gubriel Wilfon,
ot Nuxton, calied the Tru, upoa which you have bhm-
dered, Had vou, Sir, the piety, the fol: dity and temper of
thefe tvo eminent Wilfons, it would have faved us both the
tle ot thefe prohix and themetul difcuflions.

You produce, bn, fzveral refpettable charaéters, who have
been of vour fenninents. You will certainly allow, Sir that
gicater number of refpeltable miotiters have, wnhom ma-
SH any objettion, 4dncred to our mode of difpenfing the
Lore's fn'mer and, thot 1gh you are plealed to enroll them
among 1opuh devoteea 1t 3vadi not be readiiy granted by
thole who enjoved their precious miniftiy. Dr Erikine,
Sir, is a \'32L1c.ble minifter of Chrift; and Mr. Ebenezer
Irikine was equaliy fo.  But, Sir, none of thofe ininifters
whom voa adduce as patromzmg vour {cntiments, wouid
have had the audacity to wreat the fubjet as vou have done.
No, Sir, tizy had more molefty and good {enfe.

Some have objefted to our manner; the irregularities
which the mmL are occafiened by our numerous and long
conitnued affembiies; and you \onrfeifal edge that many are
outwearied, and pay little attention to the divine ordinances ;
But et {uch read the account given o the evangelifts, of the
AUIREES al’-mblies who were collelled by the minifiry of
Totinth2 Bapifl, even all Judea and }eruf’alem; and the nu-
MErous a {emblies, and their long attendance upon the mi-

ey of cur tielled Lord. 1 Dehcvp, indecd, Sir, that ma-
ny miorc would «wb}eu it with dﬂem,} they co"! . Malachi
1. 12 Ye faid alfo, beho!d what a wearine{s it is; 2ad ye
have [noffed at it, faith the Lord ¢t hofls!” I have even
Cheard fome Calcalaung the pubiic lofs refulung tiom a na-

tonal tall or thankigiving,

It a Berean, or Xnnabaphﬁ or Inde penimt or Cleflite,
’ ad publithed fmh things as vou have done, they ﬂ:ouH

have pafled without any notice from me.,  Buat wien they

LRI
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Lot
are pubiithed by one who, I fuppofe, has fome conneétion
with Secefhon, though perhaps remote, and percave tie
contapion of 1sevil fentiments, 1t puts me 1n mind ot the
fpurious brood, of Mangrel Naritages, menuoned 1n Ne-
hemiah, who fpoke pamv in the L.nuudat* ot Athdod, ard
puux m the Janguage ot Canaan.

alay Ged bicls vou, Sir, with repentance, and torgivenels
of yvour fotiv; and mav he mercifully convince thofe who
are more criminal, and more inexcuiabie, i exciting vou
to fuch 1buliaefs. Ny Goad meke vou a poirthed intiru.
ment, 1t as s will) ter dotng good o bus church, by
Icading others in e way of truth and duiy,

I am, Reverend Sir,
The Servant of Chrift and his Church.

S £ ¢ &£ D £ R S

My DEar FrieNDs,

ND tellow.witnefles for the covenanted reforfr:**?“q

and eflablithed prnnciples of the church of Neeiiund,

to which we fiand bound by the Divine law in tie idLer
cracies; by tiie moit folemn covenant engeoamert:, volun-
tarily u' dertaken by our tathiers, in & nafi onal canicity; fo-
]emnh recognmzed by aur fathers in the Seceffion, and ef-
tabiithed t by them us the terms of miniftenal af’ld church
communinn 1n that fociety, and §rcqm>m3v e ogrized bV
us perion:div, when aimtted to the en SR ot church
ouivileges 1 the Seceflion. Wien 1 coniur tieie things,
Pand leok cack o the bappy davs which e bcwﬂi:m ST
ed i cieaving o ihele princinies, aug ooyed divine ordi.
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nances upon that fecung : and when [ contrafl them with
the melan chon ftaze of Seceilion at prefent, I cannot heip
crving out with Top, ** O that it were with us as i months
puﬂ chn the candle of the Lard {hined upon our taberna-
cle.” Butalas! myv dear triends, the Secethon has departed
from the covenanted God of our futiers, hke the {fraeiites
who Ouwvived Jethua, and tle generation who ned fven tre
wonderfu! works ef God. Trnore has arifen another gene-
raiion, winch know not the Lord, nor yet the works which
he has done for our Ifiael, in Scotland. See ladges, c.m,.
1. And ales! mv triends, as she Lord’s pncxls ancientiv

rere Girft 1 the wanigrefhon, fo cur leaders, a: this daj.',
have caufcd us to err form the ways ot the Lord.

For thefe things, may not our eyes run down with tears,
hike the church 1n the days ot Jeremiah? MNav we not, hike
them, cry oY, kow 1s tae gold become dim! hawis the / faz gold
cbangm’ &e. The poor remnart of Seceders which are left
hke fheep fcattered without s [hepherd. Their minilters
have not only d\fertea their p P*i*xcip‘ec but their apeitacy is
aggravatzad by their violation of the moft facred engage-
ments ; OV fulemn catus and vows; and thele things caried
on clandeftinely, 1n a muﬂ treacherous manner; by which

' multitudes of their neok, have been artfuily drawn to ac-
CO'GRany them 1n therr apeiticy.

By thefe means thev have zot poll-ifion of our meeting.-

_houfes, which were built {25 the maintenance of our prin-
ciples ; and having z gained, by deceuiu! artifices, a majority
1n our church courts thev ciaum a legai title to c“ thefe e-
moluments, which inequity belong oniv to thole mimiters
who retain the original prmcnpies ot the Secceffion.

And having now pot pofleilion oi the {eat of rudgment,
theiv authonty 1s exerciled ta condemring as foiz matics, all
who wiil not fuhm:t to therr wlarped dummm' and accom-
paay taem in thar apoi!acv Like the jew:th council of
ol {, they have agreed thai all waoo wiil ackaow le;ge Chuift,
in his rruths and aVs, according the original principles

pot tiic Scoefhon, thdlbe caft out ot 0 b aocue. They
have already excommmunicated ievira o, ;5.‘ ;0as 10 this

4
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manner, z2nd not only deprive 1 many individuzl: of the pri-
vilewes ot Chniflians, but ere *hredtemm' with churcn cen.
fares, thole minifters who, retaining our onginal principle
Leceive into communion thofe whofe confciences will not
atlow them to {ub.nit to their treacherous apoftatizing min-
piters,

1).d we. mv {riends, leave the miniftry of the ellabhifhed

hurch, on account of thefe and fuch lire eviic? and can
ﬁe confiltently adhere to the miniftry ot thoie. whofe apof-
tacy trom our principles s aggra"ated by treachiery and the
violation of the moft folemn vows ?

1 {hall preiert vou, my friends, with fome exmralis from
the writings of a very eminent minifter, 1in the eftabhfhed
churcls, pubhifhed upeas ds of forty vears ago, where vou
wil! fir d my fep'nmg feverity, upen the 'ike deceitful con-
duct of minifters in their ubfcnpnon or oréinat:on en-
gagements : he fays, that his feverity “ turns not fo much
** on the truth or importance of taefe dotrines. as the grofs
** abiurd:ity of men’s {ub! c‘nbm" what thev Jo not believe
““ However firm a perfuafion,” he fays, ** I mav have of a-
nv {vitem of opinions, the right ot privatc. ]uda'n°n' and
** treedom of enquiry, I would wilh to remain facred and
““ javiolable. Thofe who ufe this liberty with conrage and
** with candour, oucht to be held 12 the hi iheﬁ clteem by
** every one wio differs from them.  But for men, at their
" entrance on tiic {acred ofhice, fvlemniv to fublcnbe to the
- tiuth of what, all their lives after, thev endeavour to un-
~ dermine and deftrov, 1s atonce {o criminal and {o abiurd.
" that no reproot given to 1t can poihibiv excead 1n point

‘ C 7 . ' . XIS :

cf feventy, I take the hberty .u:e, " fave he, ot trant.
"oCrio g a p:l]&gt from a priated ienmon, uc c" ed 2t the
“oapentng ot a Svanod in Scoiland uhere tneaking ot thelt

fubicr 91101, the author fays, ** Thisas fo d1 ett a viola-
hon ot incerniv, that 1015 aonithing (o think how men
can fotthen minds at edf‘c in the profsest, or Keep them
1 ;‘“ ce siter the denberate commiibon ot 1t. Thevers
cuouios and evalions that are offered 1 dotence of o 4
Pt aiaee tooreaton) as web as a doas ol aebipton -
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\What {uccefs can he expefled frem that man's miniftry,
who begins 1t with an aét ot fo compiicated gult ? How
can he take upon him to reprove others ter fin, or to train
them up. in virtue and true godlinefs, while himici i<
charge-biewith dire&t, premedna'ed and perpetial pe ijury
1 .know pothing {o neariv r:'fcmbhng it, as thofe cafes in
tracte, 1n which men make taife entries, asd atonce {creen
and aggravate their fraud, by fwearmg or caufing others
to iwear contrary to truth. This ts juitly reputed {canda-
ious, even inthe world ; and vet I know no circumftance
in which theyv differ, that does not tena te thew 1t to be
lefs criminal than the other.” There may be fome of the
Jairv who have themf{elves an 1nward averfion to the fyi-
tem of doétrine, contained in our Contsflion and Cate-
chifms, and who, tor that realon, are plealed with {uch
clergv as preach 1n a different ftrain : but fure I am, who-
ever w.H refle€t upon the circum ance ot their havi ing ali
{ub{cribed to it, can never have a high (\pmion of therr
C0!1d118 upon the wheie, but muft cor '1er~m the infincer-
-, let 'hf’ propofitions {ubfci:bed bein themielves erther
true or falfe. For my ownpart, tamgrieved to fee lo
hittle learning among the generality of the miniiters ot this
charch, which 1s probably owing to then poverty. But
I amn a goodmeafuie comtorted with tisisrefleztian, that
the weakefl commonly do as much {ervicz as the wiiell ;
becaufe, thovgh they were never fo wu i::'g thev are not
able to Bl the audience with anv admiration of them-
{clves, and theretore thewr atiz ton muﬂ. be fixed npon
the truthis dehivered, and not tie parts anc manaer ot the
fpeaker.——>MNlanv a c'»*rg\mm wii no vieid the one
helt of thofe things to be fins, thet were admitzd to be (G
a centwry ago; nor do thev fee the one hait of the evii ot
fin, cither in clergy or laity, that wasonce 'uken for grant-
ed. Thofe wito have not the {ame 1l2as 0! morality, can
never be {upnoted to have an ey aal mmpi: tlion of then-
futhciency nt tha Tame Jdogree of it-—— Nav, 1t {eeins verv
reafonable o belisve, thatas Liaman things are never at a
itandl, @ clarch and nation, i a Quictand peaceabie date,
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‘i alwavs growing infeniibly swoile, till 1t be erther
. c-")rrupt, as to deferve ana procvrc exterminating jud -
 ments, or in the infinite mercy ot God, by fome g.eat
*“ {hock or rev~lution, 1s brought back to fimplicy and pu.
“ e, and reduced, asitwere, to 1ts Airft principles.”’® Ap.
niv thefe things, my dear friends, to the prefent ftute of
Sec~{liun.

You will fee in the preceding letters, what are my {enti-
meats, as to the new mode of d: lgenﬁng the Lord’s rw 5,
I hever had an objettion again difpeniing, or COm MUl
cating, in that precious ordinance ; but I cannot acqurefce,
either in Mr. Mafon’ s [entiments, or manner of writing, nor
in the manner in which you are treated by our rnovelift mi-
nifters, and their partizans. 1 do indeed think that the mode
hitherte praét ifed is as agrecable to the {criptural authornty,
and more g ‘xt\mlc to the nature of that facred infhitution. 1

ouid, wifh that Chriftians were more animated by
mat r-‘u'r wau.h excited them to frequency ot commurion,
in the ear! v days of the Seceflion, when reizgion pofleffed
the \1;;«,..': of vouth, but which, alas! bears, at prefent, the
clanchely fignals of old age. This1s no new thing 1n.
the charchizs ot Canft, as you fee in the feven churches
ot AGJ axd 10 the whole facred hiftory of the Jewifh
church. 1 neverthelels hope, that the Seceflion wil ie‘(pgn-
ence the accomplithment ot that divine promife, Pial. cii.
13. * Thou f{hall ariie and have mercy on Ziwn; tor the
‘“ tine to favour her; vea, the {et ume 1s come. For thy

{ervants take p.eaurc in her ftones, and favour the duft
“ thereel.”  And let us remember, that * the Lord is not
“ ilack concerming his promiie, as fome mea count {1 k-
“uris)” 2 Peto i 9. Letus not, then, myv deor Iricuds,
give way to unbelieving defpondency; let not our Liearts
wav a0, and our bands teeble,  Let me addieis vou in
the Wor is of David’s Genesal, 1 Chron. xix. 13. “ e of
“oronl coursge, end ‘c( us behiave ourivives valiantiv tor the
;Etit‘s Gt oul (n);i, Ll:hi ict e Lt)lxi &iu tival W f}iti‘ ' Sl)od
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** in his fight.”  Cleave to your principles, and remember
what God hath wrought for his church, tor the church ot
Scotland ; for cur principles and covenants, and for the Se-
ceffion, Tnough,alas! fhe has now, Je 'thun-hr.e, waxen
fat and kicked. Call to mind the conduét ot cur renotvned
anceftors, 1n wreﬂ'.ng to attain and hand dowa thele prin.
cipies. Roemember how they fought, how thev {uffered :
and thall we, coward iike, {uiler them to be dere itrully wreil-
ed hom us 2 and be uﬁl) reproached that we are not vaiiant
tor the truth ; and l“t not po{ erity have r\afon to execrate
ue for loling that fair inheritance, purchaled tor us by our
fathers, at tac price of everv worldly enjovment, even iife
ifelf.  Study wellour principles, my dear iriends ; try them
by the civine ftandard.

Pray much ; yea, wrellle mth God, 2rd give him no
ret, till he make Jerufalem a Lil‘ 2t habitation.

Be 0 trong 18 the faith, and the greater the dithculties are
whici vou By to encounter, the more will you glonty God
by beiteving.  Say with the Plalamft, = I il go i1 e
o ftre n;’m of the Lord God ; I will make meation of thy
“ rightecufnels ; even of thine oaly.” Pial. Ixxi. 16.

| Stud', to m“mt‘nn union ani harmam amongxourfeive»
and to 'nzm tazn a Chriftian ternper and conduét with refpeét
he adverianies of our principles ; anua let the whole ot
vour coaveriation and conduét in the world be {uch as be-
comes the gmc‘ ot Chrift, and a teftimony for the truths
and wavs ot the Lo:d.

I have frequently thought that I was concluding my pub-
Lo work, bt tave bee'l again and again excited by a con-
c.rn for the cavle of religion, in the Seceflion, to appear.un
pu‘wl c. Aad I cannot help enering a caveat aganit any
iurmifes after mv death, ** that I have 1n any manner or
* degree changed mv principles.”

Finallv, my Biethren, farewell = Be perfcét, be ot good
comtort, bc “of one mind, dive in peace ; .md the God of
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FORM OF A LIBEL.
\VHERQ AS by the law of God, bv the laws of every

civii tate, ard bv the determma*un of the church
of Chrift, Perjurv 15 a.crime o{ the mo@t attrocious nature,
not onlv mzmihame bv the injured Sovereign of heaven,
and by every civil ftate; bat particularly calls for the hxg.l-
eft ceafures ot the chur"‘ ot Chritt. |

Neverthelefls, of veritv it is, that yvou the Rev. A, B.-—
C. D. and vour confociates, hasmg caft oif the fear of God,
and regard 1o every law, human and divine, have trattcroud-
Iy violated the moft foxemn oaths and vows, made 1n the
moft public manner, in the fuce ot the courts of Chridt and
his church ; and have vroceeded in a habitual courfe of
this inful condufl, though often called upon to delift and
repent. .

Some particulars of thefe violated oaths and vows are
nere inferted.

Pormuia. Quetit. 1. Do you believe the feniptures of the
Oil and New Teftament to be the word of God and only
rule o taith and manners.
el. 2. Do vou f{incerely own and believe the w/ole
dodtrine contained in the Contefion of Faith, Larger and
Shorter Catechifms, compiled by the Affembly ot Divines
that met at \Weiltminfter, with commiflicners frem the
church ot Scotiand, as the {aid Confeffion and Catechifms
were received and approven by the 2fis of the General Af-
fembly 1647 and 1648, ta be tounded on the word of God ?
Ande O}Uuahl\ﬁO\\!C‘dge that {a1d Conteflion and Catechif{ms
are the conteflion of your taith ; and that you refulve, thro’
divise grace, firmiy and conftantly to adbere to the dedtnine
contained in faid Confeflion and Cutechilins, and to affert,
maintain and detead 1t, to the utmofit ot your power, aadmﬁ
all errers and opuans contrary 1o 1t ?

Queft. 5. Do vou ackaowledge the perpetm‘ obligation
of tie nam)ndl covenant of Scotland, ® ¥ * # % 440d of
the {olemn leaguie and covervant ? ‘.nd do vou acknow-

Je



ledge that pudiic covemanting is a moral duty, under the
New Teflan2at difpen{ation, to be performed when God, in
his previdence, calls to it ?

OQacit. 5. Do vou approve cf the 2l declaration, and
teummn_\ , pubhithed by the AMociate rmb\terv anmd n.ain-
tained Ly the Aflociate Synod, ¥ & &%) And do vou,
through grace, reivive to prv{'*c* > theends ot {.id teltimo-
nv, by malntay nn,‘ an.-r! defending the tuths of God therein
afferted, in oppoiinen to every contrary crcor and corrup-

¢

tion ¢ .
QGuelh. 11. .-'\,,,1 atl thcfe thinas veu promife and engace
utito, tarous <UC, As ¥Ou ol be an! werable at the cour-

ieg oi the L‘:ri jc:u Conft, with ail his fuints, and g5 vou
wonld defize to e tound alnuig that hapny company, at lus
glurinus aopearing 7

\Which oath and vow you having perfeveringly and obfii.
nateiv violated, 1n the face of the cuurch ot Chiift and the
courts of his gmuf‘.: Yon ougiit to underly the higheft cen-
{urcs of the :::3 ot Chnﬂ and the courts ¢t lns houfe;
viz. 1o be dLJ( ' from the ‘acrcd miniiry, and calt outot
the vilibic chu fz.

If ihis Livel Giould not have the beacfit of a judicial Lears
1L, moany coust. vetat will certainiy have the coznizance
of the Supieme Judge, when he comes with all his fainus,

ReveranD Sirs,

Mr. Ao Boand C. D. &c. Itis expelled that vou
will preduce Anfwers to the above Libel, aud erther pu‘ad
nu'lt), or m.ke what exculpatu.v detences you can, 1 the
fame pubhic manner that you are charged with thef\, evils ;

and remember, (et Az that covereth lus fi. ’f fhallnet profper;
but whofa confe/fetl and forfaketh them, jhail have meriy.—
Piov. xx'.'ixi. 13

FINIS.



