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CHAPTER IIL

As the subject of the confirmation of the will in
holiness in man’s Glorified Estate does not materially
affect the question which has been chiefly discussed in
these pages, and as there is well-nigh universal agree-
ment with reference to if, only a few things need to
be said in regard toit. We briefly indicate the ele-
ments which will enter into the will of the glorified
saint, will render it complete, and so establish the se-
curity of his standing as to place him forever beyond
the contingency of falling into sin.

1. The perfect removal of the principle of sin.
The positive development of the principle of holiness
to a perfect degree is not to be expected, since the
standard contemplated, being the infinite holiness of
God, will necessitate and invite an everlasting effort.
The greater the degree of holiness attained, the
greater will be the perception of the boundless degrees
still to be compassed. But, negatively, the condition
of the saint will be perfect: the principle of sin will
be perfectly and forever extracted from his soul.
There can then be 10 possible division of his will.

2. The complete destruction of the mutability of

nced that the effect of

the will. It has been already evi
a sinner’'s union to Christ as his Federal Head and

Representative is to render his will, as belonging to
11€, immutable. Being justified

his regenerate natt

and adopted, he must, in that relation, be conﬁrm_ed

in holiness. But sin still remaining in him, his will,
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as Pertaiuing to him considered as a man, continues
during his earthly existence to be mutable. He may
act l_lolily or sinfully. But as sin, the cause of this
du.allty, will be absent from the soul of the heavenly
saint, tht? immutability of the will in holiness will
ch‘ara.tcterlze the whole of his voluntary agency. The
will in glory will, in all respects, be immutable.

3. The growth of habits, tending to form a perma-
nent chE}racter of holiness, and rendering, at each
stage of its development, theintrinsic daug;e’r of a fall
more and more remote. God might, as has already
been remarked, at the moment of regeneration, by
the same almighty power by which that stupeuéous
change from spiritual death to spiritual life is ef-
fected,. produce that state, unfluctuating and fixed
o.f 1191111ess which would spring from the Complete’:
eJectlon. of sin from within the soul, and its entire
exemption from temptation coming,from without
But whether what we conceive of as holy chamcte;‘
could be thus instantaneously communicated may be
:il?ul‘)t;:'d. Character would seem to be the result of a
e e
of habits. It is not i 1t10n11_1g3gr0Wth
i ot necessary to its formation that the

veloping process should be contingent, that is

lzlfggt issue in failure, as in the case of Adam. I,t
;;;gi;:ﬂogeﬁnghi not be 'CO}lducted under the regulat-
S c;&: of determining grace. Now ordinarily

g t\;&;;o, i’ifter some Period of his earthly life

s himsc 1?01 of Christ, is taken to glory, car-

el a character more or less developed into

Wi l;es. This growth begun on earth will

eaven, although not attended by contact
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And as the development advances, the

with trial. :
intrinsic influence arising from a holy character itself

will concur with the extrinsic communications of
grace, in conducing to that security of standing which
will characterize the glorified saint. Of itself, !1ow-
ever, as we think the analogy of earthly experience

will show, this development of a holy character would

not, without the continual accession of determining

grace, avail to destroy the possibility of a fall into
sin. : :

The case of infants, dying in infancy and reifloved
to heaven, presents an apparent exception to this fea-
ture in the confirmation of the saint in glory. ‘W1th-
out an attempt to account for a case of_ whmhﬁwe
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gression, the want of felt, experlmental acqlﬁam atz i
with sin, may, for aught we kiow, affect t ednzc i
sity of a disciplinary development.com'htione y :
the school of trial; 11 t.he secon.
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in the third place, they may enjoy pect lagim il
may be under very tender patronage fromd )
gathered infants into his arms ou‘eart}?ilaz i zsate
ceive special supplies of grace which v;*}d ? f 1;} sy
for the defect of a character consolidate ¥
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mote, but the faintest‘contmgencyo 8
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will not consist with the perfect felicity of that world.
An absolutely certain safeguard is needed. 'There is
an exquisite passage in Butler’s Analogy, in which
the great thinker speculates upon the dealings of God’s
providence, which up to the dying hour itself seem
intended to engender and cultivate the habit of sub-
mission to the divine will. He conceives that in
heaven, in which no external temptation will be pos-
sible, the only source from which temptation may
spring will be the. excursions of the imagination,
which may tend to produce discontentment with even
the bliss of the celestial sphere. But, reasons he,
against this restless tendency the habit of implicit
submission to the will of God, cultivated until and in
the dying hour, will operate as a perpetual and effect-
ive check. Possibly so; but it is more assuring to
know that such a peril, should it exist, will with ab-
solute certainty be guarded against by the determina-
tion of grace guaranteed in the provisions of the
everlasting covenant. :

5. The exclusion of temptation, both from without
and from within. The Devil, the great tempter, will
not cross the threshold of the heavenly gate. He en-
tered Paradise, but he will never enter Heaven. The
whole phenomenal world which presents innumerable
temptations to the believer in this sensible life will
have passed away forever, and the environment of the
glorified saint will be such as to conduce to holiness.
(%race, in the completion of the process of sanctifica-
tion, will have removed every source of inward temp-
tation. If sin were possible, it must occur in conse-
quence of an unsolicited and purely wanton act of the
will, an arbitrary revolt against the authority of God:
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a supposition which it is impossible to make. t Tl:;
case of the Devil and his angels.wl}o, WlthO!Jt extern :
temptation, hurled themselves 11 msun’ectu:};rnl aga;jd
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nfirming grace. : ;
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the passage of the disembodied spirit 11?1 o e T
eternal sphere; the shout of the descen 11:)? GOd', i
voice of the archangel a'ufl the t(ri:'mtilllje i c: i
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j;;vslt]l;gg;;gein.&‘tiraham,dIsaac and Jacob, prophets,
: artyrs, an ransomed delegates fr
every kindred, tribe and tongue of e h? a
rolling strains of the hallelujah cl?orrtus’ tzleldevef-
] . - s the
is](:;t:icnznl:l?f ::} h(‘)ly _un'lverse—amidst scen:es and in-
1 andh, ein 1te}se, 1s 1t possible that the will shall
iy ,after 1ellsweep of eternal ages, decide for
Fonl ik Otfih, the elel?ent of immortal safety,
iy eaver, will be union with Jesus
rid b bl g conﬁrn‘nng grace of the ever-blessed
pirit. He that believeth on me,” said Incarnate

T'ruth, ‘“‘he that i
s I:IFE.” 1at believeth on me hath EVERILAST-

GENERAL CONCLUSION.

s'm?lf:- ?llleh;]sll;‘lgtrs Whu?h we have spoken this is the
taneity of w'}]s 6{:6 of lnnocence man had a holy spon-
Sl 1{(,i 1}1t no sinful one. He had, however,
tives of sii :u de] 1]31§rate election between the alterna-
i gieds ﬁxeld 101_111_16:55, jbecause his holy spoutaneity
divine l'llﬂlleuc-e Reigs Wl!l ool not determined by
mutable. In hi 1? the direction of holiness: it was
i s'ino]e.moral 1S allen,.lmregeuemte estate, man has
i thibno-s o .tspontanmty of the will, in the sphere
not Posa;essptll;leliitl; and that a sinful one. He does
il 1 fer'ty of dehb.erate election between
taneity is fixed: (})1 sin and holiness. His sinful spon-
firmed in sin .I eh]?’ without recovering grace, con-
possesses a d.ual i 8 Tegenerate estate ion earth; Hie
spontaneity of t1SP°“tﬂnP-:ty of the will: the sinful
but a holy spont i€ unregenerate: condition remains,
Al feaih pontaneity is created by the Holy Ghost.

generate man has the liberty of deliberate
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election between holiness and sin, but not as he is
He possesses that liberty because there
asted spontaneities of the

he cannot choose i, but
with his sinful will he can-
always chooses sin, A cotl-

flict ensues, the result of which will be.that his
renewed will, being rendered immutable in couse”
quence of Christ’s fulfilment of the COVEI}ai.lt as his
Federal Representative, and of the det'ermmmg‘ grace
of the Holy Spirit, will ultimately trlux'nph, his sin-
ful will. be ultimately destroyed, and his whole per-
fected and glorified pcrsonality sh.all, in heaven, bi
indefectibly consecrated to the service and enjoymen

of God.

regenerate.
are within him two contr
will.  With his holy will
always chooses holiness;
not choose holiness, but
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