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That the divi
uudertakmel di:merkno‘ﬂfdge is infinite, we have not
sumed. The pl?r 0(? i. Hig _position has been s
i beef tr of t.he -1mn'1ediately preceding
s ¢ o maintain the inferences from
COmPI‘Ehending-.t}t hat the divine knowledge is all-
stable; and that’ itl‘at it 1s immutable, unsuccessive
human knowledge lsle_xempt from the limitations of’
Whatever may fe g 1ich spring from place and time.
which these infere 1ought of the considerations by
!)e adthitted by alll‘]'jc‘is _have been supported, it must
is I8N 400, that dexs-ts -that the knowledge of God
it is immediate 3 RaEs1On enforces the belief that
knowledge of th af.in 1{1tu1tive. Consequently, his
first foreknoWIeZ Ist sin was -not, strictly spealling
Fhen memory btﬁe' tht.m presentative knowledce,'
itself its future occuran ntuition which included in
its past occurrence };’nca, its actual occurrence and
edge of that sin di.d he fact, therefore, of his knowl-
;?.;z:mzzbn that it sﬁo?:;; dbepend upon his predeler-
ure of t e committed.
6550 bléiencase, he eternally knows everyp;(:::ltﬂ;z
the argumeutg,o?nd as having been, If this be so
that God could n the Necessitarian is iuconclusive,
less he had predect): ha_ve fo_l’eknown the first sin un1
con}eg to pass Withmmle.d its commission. Nothing
ordination; some Ou.t his efficient or his permissive
predetermination things come to pass without hi
lon; but he equally kuﬁws t‘;lemoalle. i

CHAPTER VIIL

ET us now sum up the results, reached through
L4 the foregoing discussion, in regard to the Will in
its Theological Relations, s far as man’s innocent
condition, and his fallen, unregenerate estate, aré

concerned,
1. The distinction between the Deliberate Elec.tl o

and the Spontaneity of the will has been maiutal'ned
by argument, and supported by profuse quotatfons
from the writings of Calvin, and from the Confessions
of the Reformed Church. The freedom of d-elib'erate

election is the freedom of the W

to either of two opposing alternatives—

otherwise determining, and 18 inconsistent with causafl
n strictness of speech, 1t

necessity. ‘The freedom—if; 1

can be so designated—o ity is the freedm.n

of the will to do as the man to purste hid

mnclinations in any one, definite direction, :imd is con-

sistent with necessity. The distinction 18 vital to
Je one sphere

theology, and, as what is true in t A
must, upon the principle of the harmony of trutl,

true also in the other, is entitled to be regarded 25

vital to philosophy.

2. In the estate of man
sessed a self-determining pow
Of deliberate election betweert
tives of holiness and sin. The mord
holy; there was no moral spontanelty £ the will Was

Consequently, the moral spontaueity 0
o (401)

1g innocence his will pos-
er, 1t had the freedom
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holy. Its kabitus was right. So, by his benevolent
Creator, was man started in his moral probation. He
was furnished with all ability and every opportunity
for choosing and maintaining holiness, But it is the
testimony of all theology, worth the name, that the
will was mutable. It was not confirmed in holiness.
The moral spontaneity, al though holy, was not fixed,
Wwas not so determined in the direction of holiness as
to be beyond the danger of being sacrificed by a wrong
election of the will. Had man continued obedient to
God for the time of trial specified in the covenant of
works, his will would have been confirmed. It
would have ceased to be mutable, and would have
been so determined in holiness as to be forever placed
beyond the contingency of a sinful choice. The Fall
would have become impossible. But the will, thus
mutable and unconfirmed, consented to yield, in all
probability, to the solicitation of the blind impulses,
1 themselves legitimate, but wrongly directed to an
object which God had in terdicted, and through them
to the Satanic temptation which moved them. The
will freely decided to do the forbidden act, despite
the trend and protest of man’s hOly SpontaHEitY; and
the plunge into sin and ruin occurred. ‘The choice
Was not necessitated, either by God’s pre-determina-
tion, or man’s inherent constitution, It was freely
l.nad.e, when it might have been avoided, Hence the
_]115151(:6 of the first man’s condemnation; and, as the
Scriptures unntistakably declare that all men were
repre‘sented in him, their federal head, hence, also,
the justice of the condemnation visited upon the
whole race for that primal act of disobedience.
3. Inman’s fallen and unregenerate estate, the will
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has 1o self-determining power in relation to .t}.le Cofu;.
trasts of holiness and sin. The fr‘ee Self.dec-lsizzteg
sitt destroyed man’s holy spontaneity, and orl.% follov:’
in its place, a sinful spontaneity. .Nor d;)les ;e ey
that, as when man was holy he might foey An,in-
now that he is sinful he may choose holmess-omlnit it
nocent man may avoid a crime, ot he fnay zr etrated
and experience condemnation, but,hgvu-ﬂg posgi,ble for
it and having been condemned, it 15 lrilcf his formet
him, by any effort of his own, to return during his
condition. Had man stood in lntegfltf st its muta-
allotted probation, his will would have. (;d by God’s
bility in a confirmed holineS:‘iv de?ermlif his grace.
justifying sentence and the mfus-xons bly confirmed
But as he fell, his will became 1mrﬁutase¥1t8nce, the
in sin, through God’s condemning

: inciple of cor-
deprivation of grace, and the active princip sl
ruption.

- ta
The will freely, that 15 A holi-
chooses sin, but it is utterly uit

able to Choosen the
ness, The freedom of deliberate election beg;::s,
alternatives of sin and holiness 10 1%“%:; act of sith
sinful spontaneity, once established yill The only
Cannot be changed by an act it . t'he v’;e érace ofse
possible deliverance from it 11€s 111.: and to substi-
demption which is able to destroy 1Zl i
tute for it a spontaneity cox'nﬁr;n_e necessitas M
Thus, and only thus, may the mﬁ’ zx poni.  Man, in
e exchanged for the Jelix gefessi{as iritually dead,
his fallen, unregenerate conditiot, 15 2)0111 that death,
and his will can no more restore mmthe g
than a corpse can raise itself froI}lll "
word, the will, in the spiritual sphere,

age to sin.
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: Bl.lt while, in the spiritual sphere, the will of man
in his unregenerate condition has by its own fatal act
lost all self-determining power, it still possesses that
power in the merely natural sphere.
; (1) It may exercise that power in deliberately elect-
}ng between one particular sin and another. A man,
d?‘?nix:::]dplte’ may at the same time be tempted to
I 0 gamble. He may freely elect to do one
= an the other; but if he do either, he sins.
tio(lf) tohfh?l’]ﬂlshas a self-determining power in re]'a.-
kit hg hmerel;_,r external and eivil, that i,
spiritual signific ave; ‘i th.emselves considered, no
o L ance, For instance, one may ch.oose
case, nothing is l;af hls‘ i th(? Sta.te.. _In e:Fher
i etermined as to his ability iu things
in;aiaoa};i :iltlhhrasf’ to some extent, a self-determin-
Ll e elrence to merei_y moral culture. A
B pr)cfwce 10051(:_ to refram. from blasphem.y,
from all sin, much léls:t 121%315‘ . 1115_power s abSta}fl“
principle of sin. and ¢ ; eliver h-nnself frgm t e
(4) The will, ; 0 become holy in heart and life.
self-determininco e HRtegeuerato. man has BT
the natural s herOW'EI.' 7 IRRAT. to certain B
Firat 1 é:m fe, which tend towards religion.
ing to the consid reely choose to direct his understand:
e Al iner?tlou of the evidences in favor of
of the Cigistian st RkuTes aud of BN
may do, in ace legmn_ This he ought to do, and
evidenc‘e is th ordauce with the great maxim, that
on all hands the tmleasure of pseemit, It i3 ACEIE
ik the, iz ]9_- the human reason is competent to
claims of a ré:)vel;l:'j tnary function of investigating the
1on professing to come from God.
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Secondly, He can freely determine to read and 62:
amine the Bible. This he has the same naf:ural Il’qw lr
to do, as he possesses in regard to any philosopHicas

literary or scientific book.

Thirdly, He can, in thee o 1
dom, attend upon the ordinances of the }?hu:;:; ::m
hear the preaching of the gospel. He Vas g
ability to do this as he has to stay at hotne, aif e
his place of business, to visit friends, of it

drinking saloomn.

Fourthly, He can call o
truth, to reveal to him his : :
to ex1tend to him mercy, and to delwel- himoif r;:l::
bondage to sin. He can do this, ‘b'y’ v1rtlit]; inifot-
same power of will as determines i Sez eal to
mation on any subject from at expe§t1 of ton 1;1;21 &
a friend for help under the pressufe of temp
fliction, egelle-
These things, in the natural Sphe.te’ thz: m‘eﬁ,e is,
rate man has power in his owd Wil t?io tilem, and
therefore, respousible for neglecting S harged with
will be unable to justify himself, Wheﬂhc final bar of
failure to perform these duties before U E.:t ordinarily,
judgment. These things the Holy 'Spffl | the sinner
in his ¢“law-work”’ of convictiot ‘f‘cltesAt Jeast, i
to do, before he actually converts i s commonly
being convinced of his sitt and misery, 1t e discharg-
the case that the sinmnef, i“Stead. il Ol(l:;rist as his
ing the commanded duty to st The question
Saviotir, betakes himself to these aCt:. do them, but
just here is, not whether he ought ?I‘hat lie has, is
whether he kas power 10 do them'll do them before
proved by the fact that mauy actuess

they are converted.

sercise of his natural free-

1 God to show himm .the
real spirittal condition,
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It is not in
t
ended to say that the sinner is not re

sponsible fo i
i \fe.the };;ni;)f %ﬁi}am_, his federal head and
sty vl . 1e inability t
ate conditlilm?o‘iz characterizes him in} h?sduonignéiﬁl
Ak Performin,tr éhpenal’ and cannot excuse hi%n ‘fo;
for HEglectin: 52 0(5;: acts. But he is also responsible
;Vetl)ii he hastﬂityot: {?f b consciously andisi SR
ot doin e ; nor can he bl
cannot dg, f:}rleiuﬁl i the spiritual SPh:?:eWCI;lZ(: i:l:
Mok e g i e will not do in the natural sphere
from Dr. John 0 Upon this point we cite a al;sa e
Peff inent: wen, which is as remarkablepas itgis
There )
duty in Or(?é: zome things required of us in a way of
the power of ou:'l 2200111- regeneration, which areas}c; ci)n
but corrupt prejudi n natural abilities as that nothin
keep or hinder 1 1ces and stubbornness in sinni dg
And these we 1::::1 rﬁgm the performance of tILgemo
outward a uce unto t : 3 .
of God, v‘iﬁﬁdflme unto the diSpenZ;tigia:: o ? i
which accompan lose other external means of gv;a::e
cometh by hearigo-lt or are appointed therein. ‘E aith
Rom. x. 17 th o an‘d hearing by the word. of God,’
which is the, Ordét is, it is hearing the word of G ,d
the souls of m Inary means of il%eneratind faitl (')
B ot do;n. This is required of all t,t mh1 7
themselves to dc: PNSpand, this they-Gen Oa;;e O:fl
action. And wl, as well as any other natural or civil
the word at a dj 1ere men do it not, where the‘: despise
diligence and c]if)a-nce:_ yea, where, they do it 5rzlot vfith
tg;l;ci o SPiritualmf},lilntcr;S merely from supine negt
pt of God; which ttl‘le,ycaifll:;as]t S:flfsl::;? ,foind ZCOIX
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attendance on the
d receive the things
and will of God.

diligent sntension of mind, in
means of grace, to understand an
revealed and declared as the mind
Fgr this end hath God given men their reason and
understandings, that they may use and exercise them
about their duty towards him, according f0 the reve-
lation of his mind and will, - To this purpose he calls
upon them to remember that they are mefm, and to
turn unto him. And there is nothing herein but
“.fhat is in the liberty and power of the rational facul-
ties of our souls, assisted with those common aids
which God affords unto all men in general. And
great advantages both may be and are daily attained
hm‘f"bY- Persons, 1 say, Who diligently apply their
rational abilities in and about spiritual things, ds ex-
ternally revealed in the word and the preaching of i,
" Psually attain great advantages by it, and excel
their equals in other things; as Paul did when he was
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. Would men be
but as intent and diligent i1 their endeavors after
kn_OWIedge in spiritual things, a8 revealed in a way
stited unto our capacities and understandings, as they
are to get skill in crafts, scienc her mysteries

: es, and ot
of life, it would be much otherwise with them than
frait of sensuality,

l_t iz A neglect herein also is the
spiritual sloth, love of sith and contempt of God; all
and actings of the

Ofiwhich are the voluntary frames
minds of men.

“These things are required of
regeneration, and it is in the pow
to comply with them. And we 12y
ing them that: 1. The omission of gheg
of men in them, is the pr inctp

in order unto our

us
wn wills

er of our ©
obsetrve concert-
the neglect

] 0ccasiorn and cause O
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the etern :
o el acl)rn::;l] of the souls of the generality of them
“Phis is the cologgSt wl_lom the gospel is preached:
the world, and nll emnation, that light is come into
because their de e(;l foved darkness rather thinfEs
generality of meneks were evil,’ John iii. 19 Thé
matter no more hnow full well that they do in this
should, All pleadwblat they are aédle than what they
uess are far from :1[1 € pretences of inabilityand weak:
sk i ahiats i fem. They cannot but know here,
was merely from th i ced to confess hereafter, that it
the world and s;j eir own cursed sloth, with love of
diligent attendanm’ that they were diverted from a
the sedulous exce ) the means of conversion and
Complaints hereof;rc:se. of their minds about them.
great part of their lagalnst themselves will make upa
diligent use of oy tast dreadful cry. 2. In the most
themselves to atgl'ward means, men are nol able
conversion to Goc'zii I unto regeneration, or complete
ternal work of the ’I_IWlthO“t_ an especial, effectual, in-
Sofﬂs‘ This, Contq'OI'y Spirit of grace on their whole
Pf'lncipally propos ‘d“““g the substance of what is
discourses, need ed unto confirmation in the ensuing
arily, God’, in thuOt here be insisted on. 3. Ordi:
meeteth with th;nﬁfe}ctufll dispensation of his grace,
outward administ w 10 attend with diligence on the
50, I say, ordin ration of the means of it. He 'doth
despisers and :jm]y’ in comparison of them who are
deed, he goﬂhleg]e?tem of them. Sometimes, i*
with and briu, als it were, out of the way to meet
Saul, taking Ofghilonfe unto himself a persecuting
course of open sj m in, and taking him off from, @
dispenseth hj n and rebellion; but ordinarily he
S peculiar especial grace among them

e ————
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to the common means of ity for he will
and give out pledges

dience unto his com-

who attend un
both glorify his word thereby,
of his approbation of our obe
mands and institutions.”*
“ Fvery man’s conscien

Charles Hodge, *‘teaches
sought the salvation of his soul with the sincerity and

perseverance with which men seek the things of the
world, and yet failed in his offorts, Every man who
comes short of eternal life knows that the responsibil-
ity rests upon himself, . .« « It is the natural and
actual tendency of a sense of helplessness under a
burden of evil, to lead to earnest and importunate

application for relief to Him who is able to afford it,
and by whom it is offered.”*

1 Works, Vol. iii., pp. 229-231 ¢ On the Spirit. Goold'
2 Syst. Theol., Vol. iii., p. 40.

ce, moreover,’’ says Dr.
him that he has never

s Ed.
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